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News from the Unitarian Church of Lincoln •

From the Minister
We are in unprecedented times as a community, both
here in Lincoln and in the broadest sense of the
human community. COVID-19, the disease caused by
a novel Coronavirus, has required us to take drastic
steps to lower the transmission curve in order for the
healthcare system to respond. Late last month we
made the difficult decision to close our physical
church building for the duration of this crisis, and
since then we have begun to put
together what it means to be a
religious community outside the walls
of our congregation.
The technology that is now available
makes this more possible than it has
ever been before. We have moved
everything from staff meetings to
Sunday morning worship onto the
internet for now, and I am happy to
report that, aside from the same
hiccups every church seems to be
having right now, the technology side
of it is going well.
The emotional and spiritual side of it is
more complex. We don’t have answers, yet, to what
this will mean for our city and our church. I can
confidently say that religious life in 2021 will be
much different than it was in 2019, but I cannot tell
you exactly how. This is something that we are going
to need to figure out together.
In this moment, the church’s first, second, and third
priority must be connection, connection, connection.
This is a frightening, isolating time. We must, as a
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community, reach out to each other. It is okay if you
don’t know the right thing to say or how to make it
better right now - what matters is that you connect.
Pick up the phone and call each other. Learn to use
ZOOM for videoconferencing. Write letters. Connect
in the ways you always have and in brand new ways.
We’ll do our best to provide containers for
connection through the church. Please go to
www.youtube.com/c/UnitarianChurchofLincoln to
see our Sunday morning worship
services (they will go live at 10:00
AM each week), as well as daily
video updates that I have started
publishing. We are also sending
out daily eBlasts with information,
updates, and links to our services.
Lastly, we will gather weekly on
Thursday night on Zoom for a less
formal worship time together: we’ll
have a few readings, some music,
and most weeks time set aside to
connect with each other in small
groups.
For the last three years I have been
amazed at the willingness that this
congregation brings to trying new things. We have
changed a lot in a short time, from adding services,
to changing governance models, to thinking about
who we are in the community. This is one more
change, and while it is a big one, it is temporary.
Once we get the all-clear, I look forward to gathering
with you all in our sanctuary. Until then, we will figure
out this new way of being together. Be well and stay
safe, beloveds.
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RE MINISTRY

• A UU cross
• A picture with a heart on it

March 22nd marked the first day
for online Religious Growth and
Learning. I hosted an 11:00AM
ZOOM video call for any interested children
and youth (and their parents and guardians).
We began as we usually do in classes, with a
chalice lighting and a check-in. I asked those
present how they were staying connected
with people this last week. Whether it was
within their own house, or with family and
friends who lived elsewhere. I was amazed by
how many children have been using
technology to stay in touch. I was also
surprised to hear that some people were still
writing letters by hand and mailing them.

• A rock with a chalice painted on it

I read a story called, 'The Invisible String' by
Patrice Karst. I talked about how we are all
connected, even when we do not see one
another in person. How even if we are not in
the church building that we are still connected
with each other. I asked them to do a mini
scavenger hunt. "What do you have in your
home that reminds you of our church?" The
results were fabulous. Here is what was found:

• A Terracotta pot chalice

• A chalice
• A coffee mug
• An Eagle

• A homemade chalice out of clay
• A stole
• A UU magnet
• Crafts: a rainbow and peacock mask
• A book that was read in class
• A singing bowl
• A paper chalice made with Bob Haack as
their teacher
• A name tag that states, "Only I decide what
I believe"
• A flower and a pancake with a cup on top of
it
• A UU World magazine
• A Hymnal
• A 7 Principles Bookmark
A church is not the building, but the people.
Unitarian Universalism is alive and well within
each of us and within our own homes. May we
each be reminded of how we are all still
connected to one another during this time of
physical distance.
Peace, faith, and love, Chelsea

• A Treasure box

The Month of Services Details
Normally in this space we would publish sermon blurbs for the coming month. Sermons in our
tradition are part of a conversation between the congregation, preacher, and the events of the
world. Given the uncertain times that we live in, as well as our rapidly-evolving worship logistics,
we will not have sermon topics set in advance for the next several weeks. Thank you for your
understanding. - Oscar
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MEMBER & ADMIN MINISTRY
CREATING CONNECTIONS
Now more than ever, humankind is experiencing
new barriers in connecting with one another.
Although we are all practicing social distancing, the
church is offering many ways to connect. Our Open
Circle leaders have been flexible and resilient in
shifting their in-person meetings to online with
Zoom. We are also taking steps to rescheduling the
Starting Point classes with an online experience. If
you are interested in knowing more about the
Starting Point classes, please email Kelly Ross at
memberadmin@unitarianlincoln.org.

MAIL & CHECKS PROTOCOL
We plan to continue retrieving the mail several
times a week, so that we can continue doing
deposits and paying our bills. We are able to cut
checks for reimbursements and mail them. If you
need a reimbursement, do not hesitate to send an
email to the church office with a photo of the
receipt (that will have the date and amount) and
the other two pieces of info from the
reimbursement form - namely which committee of
the church are you representing and what line item
would you like the expense attributed to.

OPT-IN FOR SNAIL MAIL BEACON
As of this month we will no longer bulk mail 200 of
The Beacon, our monthly newsletter, to our
members and friends. We will, however, snail mail a
dozen or so to those who do not have reliable
access to a computer. We will continue to send an
electronic newsletter once a month for the
foreseeable future. We apologize that
circumstances did not allow us to give you advance
notice.

DAILY EBLAST ARCHIVE
Monday 3/17 Minister Scam Emails
Tuesday 3/18 Building Protocol, Worship Services
Sunday & Thursday
Wednesday 3/19 Sanitizing/Cleaning the Building,
Board Decision re. April
Thursday 3/20 ZOOM 101 / Join us -Thursday
Service
Friday Realm 101
Saturday 3/21 Online Giving through Realm / Join
us Sunday morning!
Sunday 3/22 Sunday Service links
Monday 3/23 Webinar on online gatherings,
Chocolate Project, Online Giving through Realm
Tuesday 3/24 Webinar - online gatherings, Sunday
Coffee Hour, The Beacon, Starting Point

BUILDING PROTOCOL
We may need to move towards limiting access to
the building to only staff members sometime this
month. If you have something that you need to
retrieve, drop off, or fix in the building, please
consider doing so in the next few days and inform
the church office before you enter the building.

KEEP CALM AND STAY
CONNECTED!
www.unitarianlincoln.org
Sunday Services will be recorded
and posted on the website.
Thursday Evening Service on ZOOM
- links in eblasts and website.
Religious Growth/Sunday School on ZOOM
- links in email and website.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
There’s an old Irish saying that goes “may you live in interesting times”... I think it’s meant more as a curse
than a blessing, but we are making the most of these interesting times at the Unitarian Church of Lincoln!
We are very fortunate to have a large selection of music already recorded that is appropriate for Sunday
services. I’m currently working on a few things to get some of our fellow musicians at the church in front of
a camera so we can see and hear them singing and playing. My goal at this strange time is to preserve some
continuity in the things we do during worship, and so we are researching ways to do that with as minimal
risk as possible.
Stay tuned for more information, I hope to have some news soon!
- Bob Fuson
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Words from Our
Board President
There have been times in the last two weeks
where as President of the Unitarian Church of
Lincoln I have felt overwhelmed. The questions
I grapple with are how do I best serve my
family, neighbors, church, and community.
Especially in moments where this feels
overwhelming, we all need to keep in mind our
church mission: “ We are people of .. loving
hearts and helping hands who show up.” How
can each of us help our family, church,
neighbors, and community? I have organized
our neighborhood association by block to have
weekly electronic communication and to help
each neighbor as needed. The church board
and the Executive Committee are meeting biweekly to discuss church needs. I meet weekly
with our minister to discuss church needs. I
have paid my church pledge in full, donated to
the minister’s fund and paid my donations to
share the plate. We need to all reach out to

family, neighbors, and our community to help
in this world wide pandemic.
We need to give time and attention to eblasts, Beacon articles, and the spring
Congregational meeting so we are informed
and can participate in church governance. We
need to communicate with church members, to
participate virtually in our church services, and
to participate and financially support
organizations that reflect UU principles. If you
have suggestions of ways the church can fulfill
our church mission contact me at
eshattil@gmail.com or 402.483.0443.
The Board of Trustees had a special meeting
March 17 and decided to close the church
building through the month of April. The Board
will meet by ZOOM every two weeks or more
to make decisions. If you want to attend the
Board meeting virtually contact Rev. Sinclair
and he will send you a ZOOM invite. We will
have a congregational meeting but it may be
done virtually. Stay tuned.

Call for Unsung Unitarian Nominations
Please nominate a church member who gives their time and energy beyond normal expectations.
The nominee may not currently hold a Board or other leadership position (including staff
positions). In this time of crisis it is important to recognize outstanding volunteer efforts. Send
your nominations to eshattil@gmail.com along with a description of the outstanding performance
by May 4. The Board will vote on it at the May 12 meeting.

Update from Kelly Ross
While quarantined, Kelly is counting her blessings. She is enjoying the ability to prepare hot and
fresh food for herself for lunch and wearing stretchy pants all day. She is also trying out different
lipsticks with no one to comment or stare but the dogs.
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Showing Up for
Social Justice
This month we:
• Partnered with Nebraskans Against Gun Violence
to write 60 post cards at church and more at
home thanking state senators Cavanaugh,
McCollister, and Morfeld for sponsoring
legislation to keep Nebraskans safe and reduce
gun-related deaths.

Opportunities to Serve
• Mayor’s Interfaith Prayer Breakfast on April 17,
7:30AM, is now a free live online event. The
speaker is Nipun Mehta, Founder of ServiceSpace.
Register here: https://www.servicespace.org/
event/view.php?eid=11225

Reaching out to the Lincoln community
• As a church community, we actively support and
donate to the Eastridge Food Bank and Fresh
Start. Here are ways to help the Lincoln
community in this time when many will be
struggling and we are not at church:
• Fresh Start is not accepting donations at this time,
but you can support them financially: https://
freshstarthome.org/get-involved/
• Food Fort provides food to families in north
Lincoln: http://www.lincolnfoodfort.com/supportus.html

community and strong experience working with
vulnerable populations stressed by the
pandemic.” Donate at https://my.lcf.org/covid19?
erid=1308142&trid=1fc9f0df-41d3-467a-8c42c5542fd9903f
• Lincoln Food Bank: Instead of food, they are
encouraging monetary donations: https://
www.lincolnfoodbank.org/donate/
• The Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools has
created the LPS: COVID-19 Crisis Response to
assist families struggling with childcare, medical
costs, rent or housing costs, food, utilities, and
other emergencies as needed. Donate at https://
foundationgive.com/campaigns/5826/covid-19crisis-response

Cancellations Postponements
Rather than list cancellation notices for
each event, the Beacon editors ask you
to assume all church in-building events
are cancelled or postponed at least until
the end of April, and until the
coronavirus cautions are no longer
needed. For events not held in our
building, please contact the event
organizer. If you are wondering if an
event or meeting will be held online and
you have not seen communication about
it yet, feel free to email the church office
admin@unitarianlincoln.org or
MemberAdmin@unitarianlincoln.org

• Lincoln COVID-19 Response Fund will provide
funds to "organizations that have deep roots in
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FROM OUR #membersinthewild SERIES
ON FACEBOOK MARCH/APRIL 2020
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Annual Church Auction
Our ROAD TRIP Auction has taken a
detour and will be stopping at a Rest
Area until October. While we are ‘resting’
at home, due to COVID-19, we can think
about what we can each donate to help
reconnect us all. For all those great
donations already ‘packed up’, we will
simply hang on to them and make any
needed adjustments when we resume
our journey together.
Thank you everyone for your willingness
to help us make the auction successful in
the FALL this year!

Adult Programs For Spring 2020 (Online)
from Duncan Case
Looking for something to do? The Adult RGL Program Committee has received the following five
class proposals for consideration. Each is being asked to consider using a form of
teleconferencing format. Three currently are considering this possibility. Stay tuned to email
blasts in the near future (April 1), announcing the final offerings and where and when to sign up
and tune in.
#1: Book Discussion - White Fragility (Jackie Kehl)
#2 Class - “Planet Kindness in Our Backyards: Green Landscaping” (Martha Horvay)
#3: Book Discussion - “Transitions: Making Sense of Life’s Changes” (Julie Murray-Jensen)
#4 Discussion Group - “Living Differently: Gender Diverse Experiences” (Duncan Case)
#5: Meditation - “Beyond Self: the Purpose and Practice of Meditation” (Duncan Case)
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Share the Plate - Planned
Parenthood - April 5

Share the Care - Sorensen Lecture
Committee - April 12

Planned Parenthood has been a leader in Lincoln in
providing expert, nonjudgmental reproductive health
care and sexuality education since the 1970s. Our
mission is to provide, promote and protect
reproductive and sexual health care through health
services, education and advocacy. We envision
communities where sexual and reproductive rights are
basic human rights and where every person has the
opportunity to lead a healthy and meaningful life. To
achieve this vision, Planned Parenthood provides three
core services:

The C.A. Sorensen Lecture Series originated in
1996, partially funded through a gift from Tom
Sorensen, one of C.A. and Annis Sorensen’s five
children. The Sorensen Lecture Series Committee
at the Unitarian Church of Lincoln is charged with
planning an annual lecture of general interest
related to a contemporary issue. This lecture is
normally held in the fall at the Unitarian Church.
The topic of this year’s lecture is currently being
discussed and will be determined in the near
future. The committee had also planned to
sponsor a workshop for parents to be held on
April 25, which has been postponed due to the
coronavirus. We hope to hold the workshop in late
summer.

Expert Health Care: Accessible, inclusive, expert care
regardless of a person’s zip code, income, or
background. In Nebraska last year, we served 8,495
patients through our health centers in Lincoln and
Omaha. The majority of patients were living in
poverty, people of color, younger than 25, and/or
female.
Education with Impact: We provide programs in
reproductive health, human development, and
sexuality throughout the community to give youth and
adults the information they need to make the best
relationship and sexual health decisions for
themselves. We also provide programming for parents
and youth-serving adults to equip them with the tools
to create inclusive, supportive, and effective programs
of their own. Last year we provided 710 education
programs in Nebraska reaching 13,414 individuals with
76% of participants being youth.
Powerful Advocacy: We believe reproductive health
care should be a basic right, and we work locally to
promote and protect access to these critical services,
especially for low-income and uninsured individuals,
and increase funding for family planning programming.
Our work most directly impacts low-income people,
young people, and marginalized populations. Without
Planned Parenthood, many would otherwise not have
access to health services that empower and support
them in managing their own sexual and reproductive
health.

Share the Plate Noms Needed
It is time to nominate local non-profit
organizations and/or national Unitarian
Universalist related organizations that express our
principles to be considered for Share the Plate for
August 2020 through July 2021. Each year, we
select one Sunday a month in which the offering is
given to a local or UU organization.
Email admin@unitarianlincoln.org and provide
three pieces of information on or before Sunday,
April 26: • Nominator's Name (you) • Nominee
(the organization) • A short, descriptive paragraph
(200 words or fewer of your nominee's activities,
goals and/or purpose). Past Share the Plate
recipients can be found on the church's website
under Ministries >Outreach. Ten Share the Plate
recipients will be voted on during the Spring
Congregational Meeting May 17.
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Green Corner
Offered by our Green Sanctuary Committee

House Explodes Climate Concert Cancelled

--------------------

Kids Audit Church Recycling
After finding several forbidden items in the kitchen
recycling bins, I called Star City Recycling, our
church provider, to ask how we could do a better
job. Early in March, some of us from the Green
Sanctuary talked with kids about what can be
recycled. Then we listed the "no no" items that
Star City was finding in our church recycling bins.
We asked the kids to do an audit of the contents
of two bins. We laid out a plastic drop cloth and
dumped the items onto it. The kids dived in and
gleefully fished out plastic bags, plastic straws,
plasticized paper cups, plastic packaging, a melted
plastic pancake turner and a multi-ringed plastic
bottle carrier.
If the recycling triangle is not on the item, do not
throw it into church recycling. (You can take plastic
bags to some grocery stores.) Star City does not
compost, so the kids removed paper towels,
tissues, and used paper cups. Gene Hanlon
encouraged us to recap beverage bottles, so the
lids can be recycled. Rinse out food debris. Be
mindful of what attracts bees. I was surprised
when the kids found a Styrofoam cup. Styrofoam
can only go to the landfill. Lastly, the children
broke down the cardboard boxes to conserve
space, and limit the risk of them flying around the
parking lot.

We Need YOU to run for the
Board of Trustees
Interested in serving on the Board of
Trustees or as Program Council Chair?
The elections at our May Congregational
Meeting are still happening!
We are looking for candidates to fill three 3-year
Board of Trustees (BoT) positions and one 2-year
position to fill a vacancy due to a recent BoT
member resignation. Candidates should have good
listening and critical thinking skills, long-term
vision, and a willingness to get out of their comfort
zone. You must be a member of the church for at
least one year to be eligible for a BoT position.
The Program Council Chair is a 3-year position
whose major responsibilities include running
monthly Program Council meetings, serving on the
Executive Team, attending monthly BoT meetings,
representing the Program Council, and making
sure the Program Council is functioning effectively.
Candidates for this position should have strong
organizational and leadership skills.
If you wish to serve in one of these opportunities
to “show up,” submit a Nomination Form and a
photo of yourself to any Nominations Committee
(NomCom) member by April 18. Forms are
available on the church website or by contacting
any NomCom member, whose emails are listed
below. If possible, candidates should plan to
participate in the two Town Hall meetings
scheduled for April 26 and May 10.

Questions may be addressed to any
Nominations Committee member:
Kate McDougall katelmcdougall@gmail.com,
Kathy Disney kedisney62@gmail.com,
Karen Heafer kheafer@neb.rr.com,
Mary K Stillwell marykstillwell@gmail.com,
Carol Kendrick cjk@inebraska.com
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Program Council Chair Speaks
from Charles Coley
In The Almost Church: Redefining Unitarian
Universalism for a New Era, church consultant
Michael Durall wrote, “Effective and courageous
leadership is a rare commodity, one our churches
should create and nurture at every opportunity. UU
churches need leaders of vision and courage who
do not function from an attitude of control, but
who will help congregants discover the spark of the
divine within themselves and help people lead lives
of meaning and purpose both in and outside the
church.” This emphasizes the importance of servant
leadership—the guiding principle of our church’s
Program Council.
The Program Council became a part of our church’s
governance structure after being approved by the
congregation in 2017. It serves an ancillary role to
support the vital work of the Board of Trustees,
focusing on program-level decision-making so the
board may focus upon the broadest level of
governance: policy creation and fiscal oversight. In
this way, the Program Council broadened our
leadership structure while ensuring an ever more
inclusive governance model. This is based not only
upon best practices, but also successful governance
examples from other UU churches nationally.
The Program Council encompasses seven distinct
program areas termed “clusters” that represent
every committee and church group. The clusters,
which meet quarterly, consist of the following:
Facilities; Social Events; Youth Programs; Adult
Programs; Sunday Services; Membership; and
Outreach. Each cluster is led by an elected liaison
who attends monthly Program Council meetings,
submits cluster budget requests during
development of the church’s annual operating
budget, and ensures each cluster committee is
successful/supported. Liaisons may serve a
maximum of three consecutive one-year terms.
As Program Council chairperson, a congregationally-elected position for three years, I have

worked with exceptional liaisons and watched our
governance structure expand and enhance. My
primary duty as chairperson has been to move the
work of the Council forward and serve as a member
of the UCL Executive Team in partnership with
board and staff representatives.
A new Program Council chairperson nominee will
be presented for congregational approval during
the upcoming May Congregational Meeting. I look
forward to seeing the new chairperson lead the
Council in ever more amazing directions.
As I ponder the accomplishments of the Program
Council, I am reminded of these additional words
from Michael Durall: “UU congregations should be
in the business of empowering ministers and lay
leaders to reach out and serve when opportunities
arise and take risks when necessary so our churches
can become engaged in the larger world in evergreater ways. Churches seldom die from taking
risks. They expire from becoming complacent.”

LUF Committee Update
from Gene Hanlon
Did you know that only 42% of US adults currently
have estate planning documents such as a will or
living trust? For those with children younger than
18, the figure is even lower, with just 36% having an
end-of-life plan in place. If this holds true for our
congregation, then 6 out of 10 adults in the
congregation do not have a will or living trust. The
Lincoln Unitarian Foundation Committee wants to
correct this. April is Financial Literacy Month and
we would like to assess congregants’ interest in
attending educational presentations on topics
related to financial literacy.
The survey is online, has only two questions, and
should take less than two minutes to complete.
Please click HERE to complete the survey.
If you have questions or comments about the
topics, please contact Gene Hanlon at
gene.hanlon@gmail.com. If you have questions or
comments about the survey, please contact
Dorothy Ramsey at dorothyeramsey@gmail.com.
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Milestones, Millstones and Stepping Stones

Amy Birky is holding steady with new caregivers
and the constant support of her family. We have
suspended the Meal Train for now. Amy and her
daughter Erica will let us know if and when we are
needed in that way again.

Please keep Tim Johnson in your thoughts after the
death of his mother on March 19.
Check the REALM online directory for phone
numbers and addresses if you would like to make
contact with these members.

The Beacon is published monthly. Newsletter deadline for submissions is the 18th of each month to
news@unitarianlincoln.org. The Beacon is available online at www.unitarianlincoln.org/newsletter.

Staff
Rev. Oscar Sinclair, Minister • minister@unitarianlincoln.org
Rev. Fritz Hudson, Minister Emeritus • fhudson@uuma.org
Chelsea Krafka, Religious Growth Dir. • religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
Jean Helms, Administrative Director • admin@unitarianlincoln.org
Dr. Bob Fuson, Music Director • music@unitarianlincoln.org
Kelly Ross, Member & Admin Coordinator MemberAdmin@unitarianlincoln.org

Board of Trustees

Other Key Leaders

Church Office

Emily Cameron Shattil,
Dorothy Ramsey, Treasurer
6300 A Street
President
Theresa Forsman, Vice-Treasurer
Lincoln, NE 68510
Trevor Jones, Vice-President Charles Coley, Program Council Chair
Office closed until at least 4/30/20
Colleen Kadleck, Secretary
Gene Hanlon, Lincoln Unitarian
Schuyler Geery-Zink
Phone: 402.483.2213
Foundation (LUF) Chair
Dan Payzant
Kay Hoff
Michael Reinmiller
Website: www.unitarianlincoln.org
Michael Krumm
Lori Straatmann
Sunday Services will be recorded and posted on the website.
Linda Brown,
Thursday Evening Service on ZOOM - links in eblasts and website.
Past President

Religious Growth/Sunday School on ZOOM - links in email and website.

KEEP CALM AND STAY CONNECTED!

