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Intention
Martin Luther King wrote, in the 
introduction to a 

book of his sermons: “I 
have been rather reluctant 

to have a volume of sermons given. My 
misgivings have grown out of the fact 
that a sermon is not an essay to be read 
but a discourse to be heard… a sermon is 
directed toward the listening ear rather 
than the reading eye.”  
Over the last few months, I’ve had 
several members ask me for copies of 
sermons that I’ve preached here at UCL. While I am 
certainly not the orator King was, I have also 
resisted publishing sermons as text- they are meant 
to be heard rather than read. So my response when 
posed the question has usually been some variation 
of ‘we’re working on a solution,’ and I am happy that 
we can start the new year with an answer.

Going forward, sermons will be uploaded as 
streaming audio files to both our website and a 

podcast hub. On unitarianlincoln.org, they 
are available under the Worship tab. They 
are also available directly at 
unitarianlincoln.podbean.com, or by 
searching the iTunes podcast directory for 
“Unitarian Church of Lincoln.” You are 
also able to subscribe to the podcast. If 
you choose to subscribe (through iTunes, 
Podbean, or a different program) you’ll be 
notified every time we post new content.  
Going forward, I’d like to spend some 
time exploring other kinds of podcast 

content, beyond Sunday morning Sermons. Imagine 
us recording and publishing oral histories of the 
church and our membership, or conversations about 
the spiritual practices that ground us and the stories 
that inspire us. There are many possibilities, and I 
am excited at the opportunities this kind of 
publishing holds.
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News from the Unitarian Church of Lincoln • January 2018

Stranger Share our Fire
The results are in and we are indeed the people who show up. Here are the 
tallies of the generosity of our community collected Sunday, December 17:
•Eastridge Food Pantry - $91 and 6 large boxes of non-perishable food
•CenterPointe - $171 plus a large box and two large plastic bags of adult winter 
outer wear - coats, hats, scarves, mittens, gloves
•Community Action Program - two large plastic bags of children’s warm winter 
items
•Grandparent’s Room - $60 plus a Jeep Cherokee stuffed full of toys and books
•Guest at Your Table UUSC - $880.57  

http://unitarianlincoln.podbean.com
http://unitarianlincoln.podbean.com
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A Month of Sundays 
10:00AM at 6300 A Street

Sunday, January 7 - "Covenant: Living In-tension"
We often hear that Unitarian Universalism is a ‘covenantal, not creedal’ faith. As a community, 
we choose to associate with each other, but as humans we are bound to disagree, sometimes 
passionately. What does it mean to be people of covenant? How does covenant broadly, and 
our congregational covenant specifically, call us together? 
Worship Leader: Oscar Sinclair
Worship Associate: LauraLee Woodruff
Music: One-Hour Choir

Sunday, January 14 - “The Prophetic King”
On this Martin Luther King Sunday, we look at Dr. King not as a the conciliator that he is often 
remembered as, but as the prophet speaking truth to power about racial and economic 
disparities in America.    
Worship Leader: Oscar Sinclair
Worship Associate: Christina Starr Davis
Music: Bill Carpenter 
Share the Care: Visibility Team

Sunday, January 21 - “Gang Aft Agley” 
The best laid plans of mice and men, Robbie Burn writes, often go awry. What happens when 
reality departs from our intentions? This morning, we will explore the spiritual value of 
improvisation, and what it means to have plans in a spontaneous world. 
Worship Leader: Oscar Sinclair & LauraLee Woodruff
Worship Associate: Sändra Washington
Music: Elizabeth Grunin
Share the Plate: UU Youth to General Assembly

Sunday, January 28 - “Leaping to Confusions”  
One can have good intentions, indeed intentions of any sort, but sometimes it is surprisingly 
hard to make our minds do what our hearts will. We’ll explore some of the tricky landscape of 
doing what we intend to do. 
Worship Leader: Jamie Radcliffe
Worship Associate: Ramona Sacred Sky
Music: Nancy Marshall & Steve Hanson
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Hello, Dear 
Congregation!
From Julie Cross, Worship 
Arts Director

Happy New Year!

2017 was a great year at UCL, for so many 
reasons. I'm excited to see what 2018 will 
bring!

First of all, we will be having a youth-led 
service on February 11. We will get going 
on rehearsals in January, so please pay 
attention to the eblasts and Facebook 
notices for more information. If you have a 
youth or teen who would like to help out, 
please talk to me, Judy Hart, or Sändra 
Washington. I'd love to have some youth 
music soloists, too. 

We will have a One-Hour Choir on January 
6. Please come at 8:45 if you'd like to be a 
part of this event! 

I will be on vacation from January 13-20. 
Please note that I will have limited internet 
or phone access at this time. Adult choir 
will begin rehearsals on January 24 and 31 
in preparation for the February 4 service. 

Bill Carpenter will be our pianist for January 
14. Elizabeth Grunin will offer some lovely 

cello solos on 
January 21. 
Nancy Marshall 
and Steve 
Hanson will 
perform their 
delightful music 
on January 28.

P a g e  3

Adult Program Cluster
From Larry Gregg

Bookstore: Denise Dickeson, Marty Powers and Carol 
Kendrick. Donated books taken anytime, shelved weekly.   
We love to encourage reading so books are .50 or $1.00.    
Books also donated to prison system. We don't care what 
you read, just so you read.

UU Young Adult Group: Morissa Raymond. College aged to 
age 40, regularly attending or not, Unitarian Church of 
Lincoln members or friends. Meet at Church near fireplace 
1st Tuesday monthly 7:00PM. Gathering begins with informal 
check-in then enrichment reading or activity and discussion 
topic related to our UU Principles. Snacks and refreshments 
provided.

Church Library: Rachel Smith. Established 1954 with books 
from Rev. Arthur Weatherly. Located in room north of 
auditorium. Book checkout procedure posted. “Library Use 
Only” historic materials not for checkout. PFLAG books – 
small cart. Volunteers needed. Catalog collection - http://
www.librarything.com/catalog/UULincoln.  

UU Meditation Sangha: LauraLee Woodruff. Meets 2nd and 
4th Wednesday evenings monthly. Focus - deepening our 
practice of mindfulness meditation and exploring basic 
Buddhist principles together. People are welcome to join us 
at any time, whether new to meditation or experienced 
practitioner. The Zen meditation group (a different group) 
meets every Thursday evening.

Open Circles: Larry Gregg. Adult small group discussions in 
Unitarian Universalist context.

If you would like more information on any of these groups, 
contact the Church Office at 402.483.2213.

Welcome Lindsay!
From Chelsea Krafka

Let's welcome Lindsay Bartlett, our new Preschool Leader! 
Lindsay has been an active church member for a number of 
years and even our Board President! Lindsay brings a love of 
music and experience working in our K-1 classroom and 
preschool room as a care provider. Lindsay will now be the 
person to contact when you need to arrange childcare. Let's 
welcome her to this new position and thank her for working 
with our youngest UU's!

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/UULincoln
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/UULincoln
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/UULincoln
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/UULincoln


6 3 0 0  A  S t  •  L i n c o l n ,  N E  6 8 5 1 0  •  4 0 2 . 4 8 3 . 2 2 1 3  •   u n i t a r i a n l i n c o l n . o r g

Our Resolutions
From Chelsea Krafka, Religious 
Growth & Learning Director

2017 was the first year I ever kept a 
resolution for the whole year. Upon 

having a second child, I thought that among all of 
the comments stating, "You have your hands full!" 
Perhaps, I needed to make a resolution which would 
benefit my full hands. This last year, I resolved that I 
would: ACCEPT HELP WHEN IT WAS OFFERED. 
I am notorious for not asking for help. I knew that 
actually putting out the call to ASK for help was not 
going to go over well in the resolution department. 
However, being good about accepting help was a 
different beast. It worked. Not only did it work, I 
have been grateful for all the extra assistance this 
has provided to me. 
Do you make resolutions each year? Do you keep 
them? Have you EVER kept one? Do you make a 
different resolution each year or do they change 
depending on circumstance? Do you encourage 
children to have resolutions? 
If you do decide to commit to something this year, I 
hope it is something helpful - either for yourself or 
for others. May this be a year which is, in one way or 
another, better than the last in some shape or form. 
Wishing you and yours a joyous start to 2018. 

Peace, Faith and Love, Chelsea

JANUARY RGL CALENDAR
Preschool Class and Nursery Care are available every Sunday      

for younger Pre-K children in the Preschool Room.

JANUARY RGL CALENDAR
Preschool Class and Nursery Care are available every Sunday      

for younger Pre-K children in the Preschool Room.

January 7 Regular Classes

January 14 Regular Classes

January 21 Regular Classes

January 28 Regular Classes

Worship Associates Invites 
You to Consider Participating
From LauraLee Woodruff, Co-Chair

Dear Friends ~

As I write this, the Winter Solstice - a day that 
brings me in tune with the living, vibrant, pulsing 
Universe - is only a few days away. It might seem 
counter intuitive, that a day during the depths of 
cold darkness ~ at a time in the northern parts of 
our hemisphere when so many living things are 
hibernating or seemingly dead, withdrawn into the 
Earth to await the coming of spring ~ would 
remind me so much of life. Yet there 
you have it. As the changing of the 
seasons, so it is with life. 

I became a Worship Associate 
nearly 20 years ago because I 
love the way we humans create 
rituals in so many ways, large and 
small, in our lives and I wanted to be a 
part of creating those rituals for and with my 
Beloved Community. A Solstice ritual is one such. 
Sunday mornings, sharing space, breathing with, 
singing with, reading and praying and marking joys 
and sorrows with people I care about is another 
way of feeling in tune with this vibrant, pulsing, 
living Universe.

In future columns, other Worship Associates will be  
sharing their reasons for choosing this path of 
service to our church. We invite any who are 
interested to attend a monthly meeting to check 
out what we do and who we are. If you have 
considered this path of shared ministry but haven't 
quite taken the leap, what barriers might stand in 
the way of volunteering to be a Worship 
Associate? Can you see yourself contributing in a 
smaller way: sharing a reading that has touched 
you, lighting the chalice or telling a story during 
the Time For All Ages? Your thoughts, feedback, 
contributions, all will be appreciated and 
thoughtfully considered. 
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Thirteen New Members!
From Judy Hart, Membership Associate

We have a plethora of new members - so we’ll present some this month, and some next month.  
This is a WONDERFUL blessing to have - we’re so glad for every single one of you. Welcome!

Theresa Forsman is a native Nebraskan who returned to her home state three years ago 
after living in the New York/New Jersey area for most of her adult life. Newly retired, she 
spent her working years first as a journalist and then as a manager in the nonprofit sector. “I 
am joining the Unitarian Church of Lincoln because I want to be part of a community that 
shares my interest in social justice and offers many opportunities for spiritual growth,”said 
Theresa, who has been a member of the Wednesday evening conversation circle for this last 
year. “I am looking forward to meeting and working with more of my fellow church 
members.” Theresa’s other interests include reading, writing, textile art and architecture.

Ranae & Reed Underwood "We moved to Lincoln from Texas last summer. 
We've attended UU congregations for a number of years, but Unitarian Church 
of Lincoln is the first we have officially joined. The welcome we received was so 
warm and the principles of the church so evident in the way its people acted 
that we wanted to become a part of it. We're glad to have found the church, 
and we're looking forward to learning, growing, and doing here."

Edith & Clarence Davis "Clarence attended the Unitarian Church of Lincoln several 
years ago and he knew that I was looking for an organization that would not judge 
me for what I believe and accept me for who I am and I have found it here. After 
getting married in the church about a year ago we decided to become members. 
Clarence and I live in Fremont, with 2 cats Peanut and Princess and a dog named 
Wiggles."

Patti Cuevas - After more than 4 decades as a cheesehead, Patti moved to Lincoln in 
2010. She lives peacefully in the southwest corner of town with her husband and 19-
year-old son. One of Patti’s life goals is to visit every state - she's got 47 under her belt. 
Weary of the direction the country is heading, she was inspired to join a community of 
like-minded individuals. Ask Patti about the Social Justice Committee, which meets the 
first Tuesday of every month at 7:00PM.

Keith Roland lives in Lincoln with his wife Amber and a houseful of pets. He works in 
Purchasing for the State of Nebraska and enjoys being involved with various community 
organizations. He was drawn to Unitarian Universalism by its commitment to social progress 
and diversity of thought.

Additional new members include Kristin Grosskopf, Pat Tetreault, Jeanette Nakada, Edith Adan Bante, Mary 
Lynn & George Tuck, Dori Bush, and Anne Marie Boose.  We’ll share their introductions with you in the next 
issue of the Beacon.  Please introduce yourself to all these people who have joined us.
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Partnering Opportunity - the Big 
Idea - Is Here 
From Mark Weddleton

These Children Will Shape the Future:  
We’ve Been Invited to Partner with Them
The principal at Clinton Elementary has invited 
our congregation to partner with the school 
at 29th and Holdrege. Angee Ludtke says 
there are many ways we can be involved. 
Why Clinton Elementary? The students 
come from a wonderful mosaic of cultures, 
languages and nationalities, much like what 
led Mary Pipher to describe Lincoln as In the 
Middle of Everywhere. The community faces many 
challenges, though, including 4 out of 10 families 
living at or below the poverty level. By 
concentrating our efforts in one school, we can 
maximize our impact and feel the power of our 
collective energy. This is a pilot project we hope 
will blossom and build long-term relationships. 
Different levels of time commitments are possible. 
One-time volunteer opportunities include the April 
Bike Rodeo, May Carnival, spring grounds clean up 
or one of the monthly food distributions. Are you 
the special person they hope for who will organize 

a (non-judged) Talent Show to give the students a 
chance to shine?
For those able to come in once a week for a month 
or two, the after-school program is looking for 
leaders for clubs on gardening, chess, dance, 
science, literature and other interests. Whatever 

your hobbies or skills there are likely students 
who would cherish the time you take to share 

them. Or perhaps you would like be a 
reading buddy during the school day, 
listening to children read or reading to 
them. 

Considering signing on for somewhat longer 
term? Clinton has students on the waiting list 

for a Teammates mentor. You can learn what’s 
involved with that rewarding program at https://
lincolnteammates.org. 
Nervous about mentoring or leading a club? No 
worries! Mark Weddleton, who is a teacher at the 
school, will be happy to be your coach as you 
enrich these children’s lives. We’ll have a short 
meeting in the Gathering Place after church on 
Sunday, January 7 at 11:30AM. 
Can’t make the meeting but want to know more? 
Contact Mark at 402.499.6672 or 
mweddleton@gmail.com. 
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Member Loans Update
From Mary Sommermeyer, Assistant Treasurer for 
Member Loans & Capital Funds

Since August, the church has paid member loans of 
$20,000, $15,000, and $100,000 (with interest) and 
yearly interest on all the other loans.
Thus the amount still owed is down to $235,000 
(from the original total of $430,000). Loan due 
dates stretch until March of 2020.
Interest costs are paid from capital campaign funds 
carried over from last year. There are sufficient 
carryover funds to cover the remaining anticipated 
interest costs.

Capital campaign funds were used to pay principal 
on loans through September. After that, loan 
principal was and will be paid from money Judy 
Cole left to the church and income from Cole 
match pledges.
As of 12-6-17, the church had received $70,037.46 
in Cole match pledge income. $70,000 was applied 
to principal payments. The remaining balance on 
12-31-17 will be carried over for use in 2018.
Assuming that Cole match pledges continue to be 
paid as expected, the remaining loans should all be 
paid off as they come due.

If you have any questions, contact Mary at 
402.489.8213 or mesommer13@gmail.com.

https://lincolnteammates.org
https://lincolnteammates.org
https://lincolnteammates.org
https://lincolnteammates.org
mailto:mweddleton@gmail.com
mailto:mweddleton@gmail.com
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Green Corner
From John ClimateHawk Atkeison

Don’t like global warming? Don’t like 
the climate changes, the climate 

warping that it causes? Then you’ll want to fix the 
cause of the whole thing, right?? But … when?
To answer, you need to know this background 
information: (1) Dr. James E Hansen told Congress 
in 1988 that the onset of the effects of global 
warming could be detected. His conservative and 
cautious colleagues disagreed, said he was 
stepping out too soon. Some have since 
acknowledged his leadership. (2) The relevant 
scientific community was concerned enough in the 
1950s to establish the Keeling Observatory in 
Hawaii specifically to monitor levels of carbon 
dioxide (CO2). In the 1960s White House scientific 
advisors were convinced that the issue was 
worrisome enough that President Johnson directed 
attention to it in a speech to Congress in 1965. In 
the 1960s and 1970s the major oil companies had 
some of the best scientific research teams in the 
world, and those teams used the industry’s fleets 
and other resources to conduct some of the best 
research on the subject. Their conclusion was that 
the “normal” business plans of the industry would 
result in warming of the earth on a global scale. In 
the 1980s, Jim Hansen was sticking his neck out to 
warn us. The oil industry, with Exxon in the lead, 
began its campaign of disinformation to delay, 
deflect, and distract from the issue to prevent 
actions that would cramp their profits.

We are now painted into a corner. Required 
changes are more difficult now. We must begin to 
rapidly lower greenhouse gas pollution. 

The Green Sanctuary Committee supports the goal 
of lowering greenhouse gas pollution no later than 
2020 and reaching the point of zero intentional 
production of greenhouse gas pollution by 2040. 
Each action the committee takes will be guided by 

this goal. We should educate our congregation 
about this important turning point and promote 
actions we can take to achieve it collectively.

For references and more detail 
contact John ClimateHawk 
Atkeison at either 402.915.3210 
or by email at 
john@EnergyLinc.org.

Wachiska Audubon Society
General Meeting with Program:    
Energy from Heaven by Ken Winston
Thursday, January 11, 7:00PM

Climate change is the most important issue of our 
time, with the potential to impact every person on 
the planet. Ken Winston, director of policy and 
outreach for Nebraska Interfaith Power & Light, will 
talk about the potential of solar energy in Nebraska.  
Winston currently wears several hats, including that 
of the policy and outreach director for Nebraska 
Interfaith Power and Light, policy advocate for 
protecting the planet, and attorney for the Sierra 
Club opposing the Keystone XL pipeline. 

Field Trip: Pursuit of Winter Treasures 
by John Carlini, Field Trip Chair
Sunday, January 14, 12:30PM

This field trip goes to the north edge of Omaha. Our 
target species will include common redpolls, winter 
wrens. Maybe a snowy owl or red crossbills will be 
spotted. If we are in the area at dusk, we'll swing by 
Carter Lake to see wintering trumpeter swans.
Meet on the south side of the Capitol at 15th and H. 
Participants can caravan or carpool to Omaha. 
Anyone wishing to meet there can join us around 
1:45PM on the north edge of Hummel Park in the 
parking lot off Ponca Road. Dress for winter hiking 
and bring a water bottle and binoculars. There is no 
fee and the public is welcome. If you have questions, 
call John at 402.475.7275.
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Sign, Sign, Gotta Read 
the Sign

From Harry Heafer

You might have noticed three new “No 
Parking - Fire Lane” signs in the parking lot. One is 
located along the entry drive off of A Street and 
there is one each on the east and west ends of the 
center median. Parking in these areas impedes 
access by the fire department in an emergency. If 
the lot is full, please park across the street in the 
Pius High School parking lot. Thank you for your 
cooperation.

Best Choice Labels
From Marilyn Harker

The Friday Lunch Bunch is saving Best Choice labels 
to raise money for local causes. The first quarter’s 
goals will be for CenterPointe. Even greener than 
recycling, these labels can be turned into cash!  
When we reach 1,000 labels, we will redeem them 
at .03 apiece. The label must include the UPC 
portion of the label. Place the labels you save in an 
envelope with “(the number) Best Choice Labels”  
written clearly on the outside, and leave at the 
church office. Best Choice labels are at many 
locations, primarily at Super Saver in Lincoln.

Role Playing Game
Do you know a youth age 10 to 15 who is 
interested in participating in a role playing game 
similar to Dungeons and Dragons? We will be 
running a campaign for up to eight youth in January 
and February at the Monthly Coffeehouse on the 
4th Friday of the month (Jan 26 and Feb 23.) Youth 
do not need to bring anything with them. RSVP to 
Jean admin@unitarianlincoln.org

UU Gallery: Artist Andy Gentert

Andy Gentert will be showing his artwork in January and February. He is an 
artist living in Hastings Nebraska with his wife and their two cats. Their son 
lives in Lincoln with his two cats and works for UNL.
Andy’s artwork is a little bit of a lot of things. A little bit of painting. A little 
bit of airbrushing. A little bit of woodworking. A little bit of sculpture. A 
little bit of whimsy. A little bit (maybe a lot) of the illusion of being 3-
dimensional. 
Bright colors and lots of 
bold geometric shapes 
combined with the 3-D 
illusion make Andy’s 
artwork different from 
almost any other 
artwork you will see.
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Leadership Development 
Developments
From Kathy Disney

The Leadership Development Task Force - a 
partnership between the Membership Umbrella, the 
Nominations Committee and any other interested 
people - has so far held two lively meetings in 
September and November. Thanks to all who 
contributed to the “Wall of Ideas” that stood in the 
Gallery in October. Your ideas were noted and will 
remain in front of us as we plan activities 
throughout the year. The Task Force will be using 
the bulletin board in the front entryway to post 
upcoming events and other interesting information. 
Our first project for the bulletin board is the 
Volunteer Contact Roster that lists church groups 
and committees, contact information for each 
group and meeting times. It will be a handy and 
accessible resource for newcomers and established 
members alike - color coded and everything! In 
February, the Task Force will sponsor a post-service 
Sunday forum about serving on the Board of 
Trustees. Past and present Board members will talk 
about their experiences, the benefits and 
challenges of serving on the Board and will be 
available to answer your questions. The date will be 
announced as soon as it is established. The next 
Leadership Development Task Force meeting is 
January 14 after the service. If you are interested in 
joining in, please stop by. Or if you have questions, 
contact Kathy Disney at kedisney@hotmail.com.

OLIVE OIL FROM PALESTINE
From Eileen Durgin-Clinchard

There are a limited number of bottles for sale at 
church. $17 and $20. There are also $5 bags of 
Zatun spice mix from the hills of Palestine.  A 
descriptive brochure is available so you'll know the 
good you are doing. A blue envelope is near the 
olive oil for cash or checks written to Eileen. 

Merry Holidays. 402.435.3317 or 
Jeaneileen@gmail.com.

More Wings of Hope

We promised in the November newsletter to share 
some of the congregation’s hopes and dreams for 
our future that were identified at the Pledge 
Celebration. Under the category “Auditorium/
Sanctuary” there were eleven hopes. Here are three 
of them:

“Completed renovation with new sanctuary and an 
elevator.”

“Develop a new strategic plan like the last one that 
got us this nice building”

“Fix	  the	  cracks	  in	  the	  sanctuary	  floor-‐tear	  out	  and	  
repair	  floor.”

Freedom  Breakfast Honoring Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Shared Seth and Amy Birky of the Social Justice 
Commitee are hosting a table of ten UUS as we 
meet with the Lincoln Community to celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s Holiday. The deadline for 
this year’s breakfast was Dec 22. Keep an eye out 
for next year. If you would like to be placed on a list 
of people who are interested for 
next year, or if we get 
cancellations this year, 
contact Amy Birky at 
Birkyamy@gmail.com.
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Adult Game Night
Still on hiatus

If you would like to host future 
Adult Game nights, please 
contact the church office to 
discuss the options.

Bridge Groups
Intermediate Group:

Every Tuesday • 2:00PM                
6300 A Street • Gallery

Advanced group:
Every Wednesday • 1:00PM        
6300 A Street • Gallery

Want to join us? Contact 
Coordinator Corine Simon 
simondp@neb.rr.com 
402.435.0225

Coffeehouse
4th Friday • Jan 26 • 7:00PM 
6300 A Street • Gallery

Board games for adults and kids. 
Open to all individuals. Preceded 
by PFLAG/UU Potluck at 
6:00PM. Contact Deb Hope 
debra.a.hope@gmail.com 

Men’s Potluck
2nd Monday • Jan 8 • 6:30PM  
6300 A St • Gallery

All men are invited to attend    
to enjoy good food and 
conversation. Table service    will 
be provided. Contact    Bruce 
Raymer 402.475.7875 
bruce.raymer@gmail.com 

Newcomer Chat
Sunday, Jan 7 • 11:15AM           
6300 A Street • Library 

Meet with visitors and friends in 
the Library to watch and discuss 
a 10-minute film. Contact Shelly 
Fowler seeshells@mac.com 

PFLAG (Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays)

4th Tuesday • Jan 23 • 6:30PM 
6300 A Street • Gallery

The LGBTA Welcoming 
Committee sponsors PFLAG 
which meets at our church. 
Confidentiality at each meeting  
is very important. Please join us 
or visit us at: 
www.pflagcornhusker.org       

Tai Chi 
Every Wednesday • 6:00PM   
6300 A Street • Gallery 

All UU Members and Friends are 
invited. No experience 
necessary. 

Contact Reed Maly  
402.570.3841

UMDOC “Unitarian Men 
Discussing Over Coffee”
2nd Tuesday • Jan 9 •10:00AM 
BRAEDA (33rd & Pioneer) 

New participants are welcome 
any time. Discussion topics vary. 
No meetings in July and 
December. Visit us for more 
details or contact Duane Polzien  
duaneep2000@yahoo.com

UU Meditation Sangha
2nd & 4th Wednesday • 7:00PM 
6300 A Street • Music Room

We gather at 7:00PM and begin   
a short meditation promptly at 
7:15PM. Then discussion time 
followed by a longer meditation 
period. Contact LauraLee 
Woodruff 
holybear47@gmail.com

UU Women Gathering
1st Saturday • Jan 6  
2:00-3:30PM • Location TBD

Topic: TBD
Facilitator: TBD

For info or location: Contact 
Marilyn 402.730.9483 
Revdiva1@hotmail.com 

Women’s Book Group
Every three weeks  • 10:00AM    
6300 A Street • Gallery

For more information, contact 
Diane Richards 
dianemn2@gmail.com 

Jan 6 - The Summer Before the 
War by Helen Simonson

Jan 27  - America's First 
Daughter by Stephanie Dray

Zen Meditation
Every Thursday • 7:00PM            
6300 A Street • Music Room

We are a small group of UUs  
who meditate at church each 
week in the Music Room. 
Contact Norm Simon 
402.435.0225 
nsimon1@neb.rr.com

The activities and discussion groups listed below happen on a regular basis and are open to 
new participants at any time. Please contact the group’s organizer if you have any questions!
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Sunday service VolunteersSunday service VolunteersSunday service VolunteersSunday service VolunteersSunday service Volunteers

January 7 January 14 January 21 January 28

Pulpit 
Decoration Linda Ager Leona Braziel LaVonne Hanlon Carol Kendrick

Greeters
Tim Johnson, 

Rachael Herpel
Sharad &                

Becky Seth
Amy Birky,               
Pat Hurley

Denise Craig,         
Falla Halsey

Coffee Hosts Barbara, Pat,   
Jamie, Kathy Visibility Team Committee on 

Ministry TBD

Trustees TBD Amy Birky TBD TBD

Ushers
Lee &                        

Les Manns
Megan McGuffey, 

Marty Powers
Larry &                      

Peg Pelter
Jerry &                   

Mary Ann Petr

Audio-Visual Don Pinkley,     
Keith McGuffey

Harry Heafer,       
Don Pinkley TBD TBD

Thank you to Julie Enersen for the 
wonderful new look to The Beacon. 
A new year starts with a new fresh 

update to our graphics and fonts to 
match the website. We are fortunate 

to have Julie and her willingness to share 
her talent with us. 

DiAnna Shimek writes: I want to thank 
everyone for all the inquiries, cards, 
and food on the occasion of my 
sequestering because of a broken hip. 
I am most appreciative and all your 
efforts have probably hastened my 
recovery. I can now use a cane and 
can drive. Progress!

Special Thank You to Scott Braly’s 
coordination: We now have new LED 
light bulbs in the parking lot light 

poles. Since one had burned out it made sense to 
replace both with LED bulbs. 

The Pastoral Care Committee would like to thank all 
who contributed cookies, candy and fruit for our 
Holiday Cookie Trays given to new members, staff, 

and others who gave of of themselves 
in 2017. If you haven’t picked up your 
containers, check Lost and Found in 
the kitchen.

Many individual members and friends 
called to express their thanks for the 
Holiday Cookie Platters. 

Thank you to Brendan Evans for 
setting up the T-shirt order - they will 
be printed and delivered sometime in 
January. Stay Tuned.
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The Board of Trustees meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM. Any member or friend 
of the church is welcome to attend these meetings.

Staff
Oscar Sinclair, Minister • minister@unitarianlincoln.org 
Fritz Hudson, Minister Emeritus • fhudson@uuma.org 
Chelsea Krafka, Religious Growth Dir. • religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
Jean Helms, Administrative Director • admin@unitarianlincoln.org
Julie Cross, Worship Arts Director • worshiparts@unitarianlincoln.org 
Judith Hart, Membership Associate • membership@unitarianlincoln.org 
Christina Strong, Administrative Associate • associate@unitarianlincoln.org

 
Board of Trustees

Kristi Wamstad-Evans, 
     President
Linda Brown, 
     Vice-President
Rich Little, Secretary
Amy Birky
Mark Shiffler
Keith McGuffey
Kay Hoff
Michael Reinmiller
Emily Cameron Shattil
Reed Maly,
     Immediate Past President

Other Key Leaders
Duncan Case, Treasurer
Dorothy Ramsey, Vice-Treasurer
Linda Ager, Check Signer
Jo Donohoe, Check Signer
Mary Sommermeyer, 

Assistant Treasurer for Member 
Loans and Capital Funds

Charles Coley, Program Council Chair

Linda Brown shares that Ameera 
Guenzel's mother, Margaret 
Shakur died 12/15/2017. Several 
of us had the pleasure of getting 

acquainted with Margaret as we 
helped care for Nicolas and Ameera's 

triplets. Send cards to 4340 Cooper Ave. 
Lincoln, NE 68510.

Lee Manns recently had knee replacement surgery. 
Please consider sending her cards of good wishes. 
Her address is 7900 Brookfield Dr. 68506

Please keep Marilyn Harker in your thoughts - her 
brother is now at the Albion, NE nursing home. It is 
about 45 minutes from his home, but it will work.  
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Church Office
6300 A Street
Lincoln, NE 6851
Office Hours 

August 15 - June 14:
Sunday:  9:00AM—1:00PM
Tues - Fri:  9:00AM—3:00PM
Closed Monday & Saturday  

Phone: 402.483.2213
Email: admin@unitarianlincoln.org
Website: www.unitarianlincoln.org

The Beacon is published monthly. Newsletter deadline for submissions is the 18th of the 
previous month. It is available online at www.unitarianlincoln.org/newsletter
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