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News from the Unitarian Church of Lincoln • January 2020

What is happening?

On January 12, the Unitarian Church of Lincoln will 
begin a new Sunday schedule, with worship services 
at 9:00AM and 11:00AM.  
• The 9:00AM service will be a 45-minute long 
contemplative service, including a new Joys and 
Sorrows ritual, and more time for congregational 
meditation and singing. 
• The 11:00AM service will more closely resemble 
our current service, but some additional elements, 
including more music from outside our hymnals, 
projecting the announcements and order of service, 
and changing the order of some of the pieces of 
music.
Why is this happening now?

This is the culmination of a year-long process of 
study, proposal, tinkering and congregational votes, 
that culminated in our congregational meeting in 
December. Our Sunday morning attendance is 
consistently at or slightly above capacity for our 
space, and taking this step will give us room for 
what we want to do and who we want to be as a 
community.
What does this mean for Religious Education?

Based on feedback from our parents and the RE 
committee, our primary religious education 
programming will move to the 11:00AM service, 
and retain its current structure regarding 
classrooms, curricula, and volunteers.

During the 9:00AM service, the committee and RGL 
Director are starting a program called Chalice 
Connections. Chalice Connections is an opportunity 
for members of the congregation to share an 
activity or topic they are passionate about with our 
children, building relationship across generations.
Middle Hour

We will have the unique opportunity to have 
everyone together between services for fellowship 
time. Some Sundays this will be solely socializing 
and coffee, other Sundays there will be programing 
offered such as a speaker or short workshop.
How can I help?

Volunteer! As we expand our offerings, we also will 
naturally expand our volunteering opportunities. If 
you’ve ever thought about serving as an usher, or a 
worship associate, or helping with religious 
education, or any of the many roles that go into 
making Sunday morning special, now is a great time 
to get involved.
I’m excited!  I wonder if we could try _______?

So am I! This is a chance to try new things, to open 
up how and when we worship, and eventually to 
widen our community. While we will almost certainly 
have some things go wrong in the next few months, 
many people have put many hours into planning 
this transition, and there are a lot of pieces to be 
excited about. This is a place of transformation, and 
sometimes that transformation is more literal than 
spiritual! 
Rev. Oscar Sinclair, Minister

Two Services
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January Worship Services
Unitarian Church of Lincoln 
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  Sunday, January 5  - “Deep Time”
As we grow older, our perspective on time grows longer. Summers once endless pass in a blur. Let’s try to 
stretch further our vision of time until it encompasses both the deep past and the deep future.

Worship Leader: Jamie Radcliffe  Worship Associate: Becky Seth

Traditional Service 10:00AM

  Sunday, January 12  - “Change” 
“Our covenant, as a welcoming congregation, is to inspire a sense of awe, joy and reverence in people of 
all ages. We celebrate through words, music and the arts… We cultivate growth and celebrate the changes 
growth brings.” Join us as we begin our new Sunday schedule, celebrating the changes growth brings, and 
looking forward to the coming year.

Worship Leader: Rev. Oscar Sinclair Worship Associate: Sändra Washington

Contemplative service 9:00AM        Soulful Sunday 11:00AM

Thursday, January 16 - TBA
Worship Leader: Rev. Oscar Sinclair Worship Associate: Christine Davis

Third Thursday service 7:00PM

Sunday, January 19  - “White Lies” 
In 1965, the Rev. James Reeb was murdered in Selma, Alabama. The case has remained unresolved for over 
50 years. Investigations this year started to uncover what happened on that March night in Alabama.

Worship Leader: Rev. Oscar Sinclair Worship Associate: Mary K Stillwell

Contemplative service 9:00AM        Soulful Sunday 11:00AM

Sunday, January 26  - “TBA” 
Worship Leader: Christine Davis  Worship Associate: Charlie Ahern

Contemplative service 9:00AM        Soulful Sunday 11:00AM
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The Sinclairs
Oscar, Stacie, Ailish



6 3 0 0  A  S t  •  L i n c o l n ,  N E  6 8 5 1 0  •  4 0 2 . 4 8 3 . 2 2 1 3  •   u n i t a r i a n l i n c o l n . o r g

P a g e  4

Grateful
During our Thanksgiving Bread 

Communion service last month, we 
asked you to write down something 

which you are grateful to have in your 
life. It was an absolute joy to go through these small 
slips of paper and be reminded of my love for this 
community for the millionth time. Here is a smaller 
list of some of what you all wrote…
 - For this church and all of nature’s beauty

 - Family friends pets health food shelter

 - This congregation

 - A family that accepts me even though we don’t 
often agree. A best friend

 - Grateful to hold onto hope for a happier tomorrow

 - Singing again

 - Being a dad

 - For blue life preservers in a red sea

 - Family, health, my lucky stars

 - Air, soil and water. Plants. Animals. Family and 
friends

 - Love – may the circle be unbroken

 - Good health and comfortable life and my family

 - I am thankful for ninja masters – Hi Ya

 - Quiet moments

 - Love, acceptance, dreams, family, ACLU, passion, 
hope, life, support

 - Sharp pencils, clean glasses, dogs, music

 - Thankful for wonderful books

 - The place of peace love and support aka my life 
now, growth and change

 - A sunny day

 - Mother earth…let’s stop destroying this incredible 
gift!

 - Happiness in a cold time

 - Friends that make my days brighter and full of 
laughter

 - The love I had for 45 years…for Oscar Sinclair

 - I am thankful for the chance to grow

 - My dog

 - The unwavering acceptance and love of my life’s 
greatest companion and love

 - Music

 - Love, family, books, music, humor

 - Community, gratitude, home, church

 - Those who are willing to risk themselves to speak 
truth to power

This month, we move to doing two services. Our 
Sunday School Programming will take place at both 
9:00AM and 11:00AM, with 11:00AM being our 
‘typical’ classes as you have previously known them. 
Our 9:00AM programming is called “Chalice 
Connections.” We need many people from our 
church to step up to lead just one or two sessions in 
a church year. Share what you are grateful for with 
our children. Share what lights a fire within you. 
Share a talent, a love, a joy in your life. Connect 
something about yourself with our principles and 
values and bring it to the classroom. The lesson 
does not need to be too much. We are focusing 
more on relationships than anything else. Take just 
the time during one 9:00AM service to connect with 
some interested young people. To learn more, 
please contact me: 
religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
Peace, Faith, and Love,

JANUARY RGL CALENDAR
Preschool Class and Nursery Care are available every Sunday      

for younger Pre-K children in the Preschool Room.

JANUARY RGL CALENDAR
Preschool Class and Nursery Care are available every Sunday      

for younger Pre-K children in the Preschool Room.

January 5 Ingathering

January 12 Regular Classes

January 19 Regular Classes

January 26 Regular Classes

mailto:religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
mailto:religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
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UCL Choir in 2020
From Julie Enersen

Are you resolved to join the UCL Choir in the new 
year? The links and dates below may be helpful in 
meeting that resolution.

The UCL Choir performs approximately once a 
month through June and is open to anyone who 
likes to sing, is somewhat comfortable reading 
music, and is interested in lending time and talent to 
the worship life of our church. You can choose to 
sing whatever part is most comfortable for you…we 
do not assign singers to vocal parts based on 
gender. Every month, the UCL Choir rehearses on 
the two Wednesdays prior to their appearance at a 
service. Rehearsal tracks are also shared with singers 
as an additional resource to those who like to 
practice on their own between rehearsals.

To be subscribed to the UCL mailing list, contact the 
UCL Choir Director Julie Enersen at  
choir@unitarialincoln.org

To view the UCL Choir calendar, go to bit.ly/
ViewUCLChoirCal

And mark your calendar for the following dates:

January 15, 22 - 7:00PM - 8:30PM rehearsal

January 26, 9:30AM rehearsal for 11:00AM service

February 12, 19 - 7:00PM - 8:30PM rehearsal

February 23, 9:30AM rehearsal for 11:00AM service

March 11, 18 - 7:00PM - 8:30PM rehearsal

March 22, 9:30AM rehearsal for 11:00AM service

April 15, 22 - 7:00PM - 8:30PM rehearsal

April 26, 9:30AM rehearsal for 11:00AM service

May 6, 13 - 7:00PM - 8:30PM rehearsal

May 17, 9:30AM rehearsal for 11:00AM service

June 14, 10:00AM One-Hour Choir rehearsal for 
11:00AM service

UUA Bookstore Featured Book

Emergent Strategy - Shapng Change, Changing 
Worlds by Adrienne Maree Brown.  
Inspired by Octavia Butler's 
explorations of our human 
relationship to change, this is 
radical self-help, society-
help, and planet-help 
designed to shape the 
futures we want. The world 
is in a continual state of flux. 
Rather than steel ourselves 
against such change, we are 
invited to feel, map, assess, 
and learn from the swirling 
patterns around us to better 
understand and influence them as they happen. This 
is a resolutely materialist “spirituality” based equally 
on science and science fiction, a visionary 
incantation to transform that which ultimately 
transforms us.  Available at the church office for 
$16.00.

Calling All UCL Mystery Lovers!
From Dorothy Ramsey

Are you a closet genealogist? Are you an avid 
historian?  Do you like mysteries??? We have a real 
live mystery here at the church office and you may 
know the answer!
The lovely long wooden table in the front of the 
lobby has been used here for at least a decade.  
Often decorated with a gorgeous runner or flowers, 
it has greeted visitors and members alike with 
welcome. It was recently turned upside down for 
routine maintenance, and many artifacts fell out 
from hidden places!! Do any of these ring a bell for 
you: the names Ellery Davis, N. H. Cornwell, an 
address on Van Dorn, one in London, England, a 
news clipping of an article by Jeffery Farnol in the 
Lincoln Star or a receipt from Miller & Paine for 200 
postcards ($2.00) which was charged on Feb. 25, 
1953? Other artifacts included. Call the church office 
to propel these artifacts to their rightful owner.

mailto:choir@unitarialincoln.org
mailto:choir@unitarialincoln.org
http://bit.ly/ViewUCLChoirCal
http://bit.ly/ViewUCLChoirCal
http://bit.ly/ViewUCLChoirCal
http://bit.ly/ViewUCLChoirCal
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Showing Up for 
Social Justice

This month we:
Wrote 13 letters to governments in Belarus, Iran, 
South Sudan, Greece, the Philippines, Mexico, 
Canada, and Egypt on behalf of women who have 
suffered severe human rights violations and 4 
letters in solidarity with the violated women. 
Thanks to all who took the time to support these 
women and human rights.

Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, January 15 • 7:00PM

Guest speaker is not booked. Join us to see which 
local non-profit we will learn about this month. All 
are welcome to join us for this presentation and 
then leave or join us for the business portion of the 
meeting, which goes till 8:30PM.

Upcoming Events  
Write Here! Write Now! 
Sunday, January 12 , 19 • Middle Hour 

• Gallery

We will write to Senators Fischer and Sasse urging 
them to pass legislation to create a pathway to 
citizenship for immigrants with Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) and similar standing such as 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and 
Deferred Enforced Departure (DED). This is part of 
a special Migrant Justice nationwide letter-writing 
event in partnership with the UU Service 
Committee. Join us between services to write your 
letter or write it at home and bring it on Sunday. As 
always, talking points will be provided. 

Ecumenical Legislative Briefing
Sunday, February 6

A flyer will be posted on the kiosk and sent to 
Social Justice Friends in January. 

UCL Welcomes New Members
From Kelly Ross, Member & Admin Coordinator

The Unitarian Church of Lincoln welcomed five new 
members on December 8, 2019. From left: John 
Riley, Sarah Schmitt, Sabrina Pinnix, Jan James, and 
Karee Shonerd.

Living and Sharing Your Beliefs 
From Lori Straatmann, Trustee

Have you ever noticed that there are certain things 
you do that bring particular joy and add meaning to 
your life? I know that when I am working on 
creating clay pots, I feel closer to our Mother Earth 
and to the people for whom I am creating these 
pots. What things do you do that provide that 
feeling of interconnected web-ness? I bet you love 
to talk about those activities; I know I do! So why 
not take advantage of a new audience and share 
something about those activities with the future 
leaders of our congregation? Offer to share those 
activities and feelings of relationship during a 
Chalice Connections session for our youth. 
The Straatmanns and Pelters are teaming up to 
connect working in clay with relationships in our 
church community this month for a 9:00AM session 
of Chalice Connections. We’d love to see what 
other activities are happening in our congregation 
that provide food for the soul and connections to 
one another. What say you? I know you have 
something worth sharing! Let Chelsea Krafka 
religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org know that you 
would like to join in the fun.

mailto:religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
mailto:religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
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Member Loan Repayment News
From Mary Sommermeyer

Payments on Cole match pledges have been 
sufficient to allow for payment of the $15,000 
member loan that was due 3-17-20. The church is 
now debt-free!!
The $355.48 interest due on the loan was covered 
by funds carried over at the end of the capital 
campaign. The $15,000 principal was covered by 
three sources: money left to the church by long-
time member Judy Cole that was designated by 
the congregation for this purpose, Cole match 
income, and carried-over capital campaign funds.
Many thanks to the people who have been paying 
off Cole match pledges and to the people who 
made unpledged contributions to matching Judy 
Cole’s money.  
If you have any questions, contact Mary 
Sommermeyer, soon-to-be-retired Special Vice 
Treasurer for Member Loans, 402.489.8213 or 
mesommer13@gmail.com.

Fresh Start Volunteering 
Feeds Residents and Cooks!
From Michael Reinmiller

The Unitarian Church of Lincoln cooks at Fresh 
Start on the 2nd Sunday of every month. We cook 
everything from soul food to soups! 
Fresh Start is a transitional shelter for homeless 
women in Havelock that serves 24 women at a 
time. We are looking for more volunteers to help 
out. If you are interested or have questions, please 
reach out to Michael Reinmiller avdude@me.com.
We usually serve dinner at 6:00PM and sit and eat 
with the residents and share stories. We help clean 
up and are usually out within an hour and a half. 
The food is good and the conversation is even 
better!

Coffee Klatch and 
Coffee Training  
Saturday, January 25  • 10:00AM - 
12:00PM • Gallery

If you are interested in learning the ins and outs of 
Sunday Morning Coffee Service as we move to two 
services each Sunday, you won’t want to miss the 
Coffee Klatch and Training Session. We’ll go over 
the process and procedures for ensuring our fellow 
church-goers are sufficiently caffeinated (or decaf 
or tea as the case may be) on Sunday morning. 
Then we will enjoy that newly made coffee (and 
decaf and hot water for tea) with brunch-like treats 
and get to know each other better, as any good 
Coffee Klatch does. And THEN we will go over the 
process and procedure for doing the dishes by 
doing the dishes. If you are interested in attending 
and feel inspired to bring a brunch-like treat 
yourself, feel free. If you have any questions about 
this event, contact Coffee Klatch Coach Kathy 
Disney at kedisney62@gmail.com or 
402.560.0358. All are welcome!

Zen Workshop
Saturday, January 11 • 9:30AM - NOON • Gallery

"Calm Down, Awake Up: Introduction to Zen 
Meditation"- a workshop presented by Dosho Port 
Roshi of the Nebraska Zen Center in Omaha will be 
presented. No registration, no fee, just show up; 
donations welcome.

You will leave knowing the essentials of Zen 
meditation, including how to work with body, 
breath, and mind. We will discuss the common 
major hurdles when establishing a meditation 
practice AND how to overcome them. We will also 
practice seated and walking meditation. There will 
be time for questions. This session is for you if you 
are new to Zen meditation, want a refresher, and/
or have meditation experience in another tradition.

mailto:402-489-8213
mailto:402-489-8213
mailto:mesommer13@gmail.com
mailto:mesommer13@gmail.com
mailto:avdude@me.com
mailto:avdude@me.com
mailto:kedisney62@gmail.com
mailto:kedisney62@gmail.com
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Green Corner
Climate Change Warning
In 2017 we were warned again. People need to turn 
the tide of the world’s carbon dioxide emissions by 
2020 (www.mission2020.global).  Between 1990 and 
2017, CO2 emissions from fossil fuel combustion 
had increased 3.7% in the U.S. alone (EPA).   
Recently, there has been some good news about 
climate actions. Young people across the world are 
sending strong, effective messages. Use of 
renewable energy is growing as the cost declines.  
Goldman Sachs is now blocking funding for coal 
and Arctic drilling. However, the news is mostly 
bad. The dire effects of our warming world are 
greater and coming faster than predicted. We are 
running out of time!
During this New Year we need to support action on 
climate change more urgently than ever. The Green 
Sanctuary Committee will keep you informed of 
opportunities for advocacy and ideas for lowering 
our individual carbon footprint or paying the real 
cost of what we do.
Air travel is a major source of harmful greenhouse 
gas emissions. While many of us are fortunate 
enough to be able to travel and deeply value being 
with family and the richness that travel brings, 
flights emit lots of carbon. An article by Rick Steves 
outlines his company’s Climate Smart Commitment. 
He offers a list of charities they support to offset 
environmental damage incurred, along with reasons 
they have chosen these organizations.
(http://www.ricksteves.com/aboout-us/climate-
smart/portfolio).

UUA Common Read Discussion
From Mark Weddleton

An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United 
States book discussion series will be held in three 
sessions on Saturdays in the new year: January 11, 
25, and February 15 from 3:00PM to 4:30PM by the 
fireplace at the church. The book by Roxanne 
Dunbar-Ortiz is the 2019-2020 UUA Common Read. 
The series is open to the public. Participants will 
get the most out of the discussion if they’ve read 
the book ahead of time. 

Nine people met on November 30 for an initial 
discussion. They were impressed with the vibrant 
Indigenous nations that existed across the 
continent prior to the European invasion, millions of 
people living with extensive trade routes, diverse 
cultures and sustainable resource management 
practices.   

The dominant mythology of the United States seeks 
to marginalize these Indigenous nations, justify the 
brutal genocidal conquest of their land and erase 
their presence today. Participants agreed upon the 
need to take responsibility for the harmful role 
Unitarians played in this settler colonialism and to 
act to build right relationship with Native peoples. 

The series will culminate with action to learn about 
and support the projects and priorities of the 
Ponca, Sioux, Omaha and other Indigenous people 
in our community, including efforts to put an end to 
the epidemic of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls. 

Questions? Contact Morissa Raymond at 
morissaraymond99@gmail.com 402.840.1178,  or 
Mark Weddleton mweddleton@gmail.com 
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In December, Bluestem let us know they had a pretty major flu outbreak - half their kids were out that 
day. They bleached down everything, and called the health department to see if they needed to close 
the next day.  For the safety and well-being of all who are in our building, please stay home and listen to 
the podcast if you think you might have the flu.  We want you back as soon as you are well! 
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Important Anniversaries Ahead - 
We Need a Plan! - and Planners!
Thursday, January 30 • 6:00PM • Gathering Place

The Unitarian Church of Lincoln has two significant 
anniversaries approaching – in 2020 we have the 
150th anniversary of the founding of the Universalist 
Society in Lincoln and in 2023 we have the 125th 
anniversary of the founding of All Soul's Church 
(which would become the Unitarian Church of 
Lincoln). Commemorating these events and our 
church’s place in the history of Lincoln, Nebraska and 
beyond could take many forms – and likely will! 
Celebrating our history is an important part of church 
life and this is the chance to shine a light on the 
whole journey from 1870 to the present. What sort of 
events and projects will make up these 
commemorations? Help us figure it out! Childcare will 
be provided. If you have ideas for ways to celebrate 
these church milestones and particularly if you are 
interested in bringing those ideas to fruition, please 
consider attending. This will be the first of many 
opportunities for input and volunteering, so if you are 
unable to attend but want to be a part of planning or 
if you have any questions, contact Kathy Disney 
at kedisney62@gmail.com or Fritz Hudson 
at fhudson3@gmail.com. We hope to see you there!

Friendly Faces Over 80!
From Jackie Egan and Shirley Maly

The 85+ group is scheduled to meet Jan. 9 in the 
Library (second Thursday at 10:00AM to 11:30AM). 
Our smiling faces have shared good things and new 
challenges. We now welcome those 81 or over since 
you're just beginning to find independence isn't as 
easy as you thought. Aging isn't for sissies, as they 
say. We jaw about experiences that may work for 
others who want to be independent. Our biggest one 
now is transportation. If you want to join us January 
9, call Shirley Maly, 402.477.6787 or Jackie Egan 
402.435.6111. Perhaps you're a solution! 

Join the AV Committee!
From Keith McGuffey

The AV Committee has about ten members who 
work to make our services accessible for every 
visitor. We’re there to make sure every Sunday is 
seen and heard. This includes assisting with the 
Time for All Ages, handing out listening devices 
for those with hearing disabilities, and making 
sure the services are heard throughout the 
building.
As our services expand, we could use some help, 
and more hands means less work!
AV isn’t about having a wealth of technical 
knowledge. You don’t need to know decibel 
ranges or media outputs, just have a willingness 
to learn. There are folks on the committee who 
are AV professionals and others who had never 
touched a mixing board before volunteering.
Our AV team runs in tandems – an ‘A’ person who 
manages sound levels, and a ‘V’ person who runs 
the projector and records the service. You won’t 
be alone. We’ll have you shadow our processes 
until you’re comfortable signing up to do them 
yourself, and you will still have a partner to help 
you out during service.
Doing AV is a great way to live out our principals. 
By making services accessible, we respect the 
inherent worth of every person attending and 
encourage their spiritual growth and search for 
truth and meaning. It’s also a great place for 
introverts. You won’t have to greet strangers, 
make them coffee, or collect money from them. 
You’re also guaranteed one of the best seats in 
the house on a raised platform overlooking the 
congregation.
If you are interested in volunteering, stop by one 
of our meetings (typically on the fourth Sunday of 
the month – please check the church calendar) or 
swing by the AV cabinet in the southwest corner 
of the sanctuary before or after service and chat 
with one of our volunteers. We look forward to 
working with you!

mailto:kedisney62@gmail.com
mailto:kedisney62@gmail.com
mailto:fhudson3@gmail.com
mailto:fhudson3@gmail.com
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Bridge Groups
Tuesday group: 
Every Tuesday • 2:00PM         
Advanced group:
Every Wednesday • 1:00PM        
6300 A Street • Gallery

Want to join us? Contact 
Coordinator Corine Simon 
simondp@neb.rr.com 
402.435.0225
Coffeehouse
4th Friday • January 24    
7:00PM • Gallery

Board games for adults and kids. 
Open to all individuals. 
Preceded by PFLAG/UU Potluck 
at 6:00PM. Contact Deb Hope 
debra.a.hope@gmail.com 
Helping Hands
4th Saturday • December 14  
9:00AM • Gallery

New members welcome. We 
knit, crochet, and sew items for 
donation. Our meeting space 
varies depending on scheduling. 
Contact:  Colleen Kadleck 
ckadleck@gmail.com 
Men’s Potluck
2nd Monday • January 13  
6:30PM  • Gallery

All men are invited to attend    
to enjoy good food and 
conversation. Table service will 
be provided. Contact Bruce 
Raymer 402.475.7875 
bruce.raymer@gmail.com 

Newcomer Chat
First Sunday • January 5 
11:15AM • Library 

Meet with visitors and friends in 
the Library to watch and discuss 
a 5-minute film. Contact Kelly 
Ross at memberadmin 
@unitarianlincoln.org
PFLAG (Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays)
4th Tuesday • January 28  
6:30PM • Gallery

The LGBTQA Welcoming 
Committee sponsors PFLAG 
which meets at our church. 
Confidentiality at each meeting  
is very important. Please join us! 
www.pflagcornhusker.org       
Tai Chi 
Every Wednesday • 6:00PM    
Gallery 

All UU Members and Friends   
are invited. No experience 
necessary. 
Contact Reed Maly  
402.570.3841
UMDOC “Unitarian Men 
Discussing Over Coffee”

Second Tuesday • January 14 
10:00AM • BRAEDA (33rd & 
Pioneer)

New participants are welcome 
any time. Discussion topics vary. 
Visit us for more details or 
contact Duane Polzien  
duaneep2000@yahoo.com

UU Women Gathering
Normally the 1st Saturday  
2:00-3:30PM 

Session 5 Cakes for the Queen 
of Heaven, Leader: Joanna Fink
For info or location: Contact 
Marilyn 402.730.9483 
Revdiva1@hotmail.com 
Women’s Book Group
Every three weeks  • 10:00AM    
Gallery

For more information, contact 
Diane Richards 
dianemn2@gmail.com 
January 4 - When You Reach Me 
by Rebecca Stead

January 25 - Frederick Douglass:  
Prophet of Freedom by David 
Blight

Young Adults Gathering
Meets sporadically. Informal 
social gatherings for Young 
Adults (age 18-40) Activities/
discussion topics vary.  
Attendees need not be 
members or regular visitors. 
Contact Richard Rawlings
richard.a.rawlings@gmail.com 
402.432.8820
Zen Meditation
Every Thursday • 7:00PM            
Music Room

We are a small group of UUs  
who meditate at church each 
week in the Music Room. 
Contact Norm Simon 
402.435.0225 

These activities and discussion groups occur on a regular basis and are open to new 
participants at any time. Please contact the group’s organizer if you have any questions!
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Sunday Service VolunteersSunday Service VolunteersSunday Service VolunteersSunday Service VolunteersSunday Service Volunteers

January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26

Pulpit 
Decoration Karen Heafer Leona Braziel LaVonna Hanlon Carol Kendrick

Greeters TBD TBD TBD TBD

Coffee Hosts
Kathy Disney 

Bridget Cannon 
Dianna Schimek

Mary Sommermeyer 
Earl Kramer             
Rich Little

Jamie Radcliffe   
Colleen Kadleck       

Rich Little

Lee Manns             
Les Manns       

Colleen Kadleck

Trustees Lori Straatmann TBD TBD TBD

Ushers TBD TBD TBD TBD

Audio-Visual TBD TBD TBD TBD
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UCL Gallery: Fine Art Photography 
by Robert S. Egan

Since experiencing ‘the west’ during my college years, I am continuously drawn to 
mountains and wilderness areas for photographic inspiration. In recent years, I have 
had the opportunity to indulge my photographic passions in Australia (primarily in 
Tasmania) on trips in 2008, 2011-2015, 2018) and New Zealand (2010, 2014, 2018). I 
especially delight in capturing images of the diverse forms and shapes of nature, 
occasionally combined with those of human construction. For me, black and white 
photography (using both the visible spectrum and, more recently, near infrared 
wavelengths) best reveals these wonderful textures, shapes, and lines. 

In my work, like that of Ansel Adams and others, I strive for not only meaningful and 
expressive images but for photographs with meticulous attention to print quality 
and archival longevity.



The Board of Trustees meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM in the Gathering Place. 
Any member or friend of the church is welcome to attend these meetings.

Staff
Rev. Oscar Sinclair, Minister • minister@unitarianlincoln.org 
Rev. Fritz Hudson, Minister Emeritus • fhudson@uuma.org 
Chelsea Krafka, Religious Growth Dir. • religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
Jean Helms, Administrative Director • admin@unitarianlincoln.org
Dr. Bob Fuson, Music Director •  music@unitarianlincoln.org
Kelly Ross, Member & Admin Coordinator MemberAdmin@unitarianlincoln.org

Board of Trustees
Emily Cameron Shattil, 
 President 
Trevor Jones, Vice-President
Colleen Kadleck, Secretary
Denise DeBose
Dan Payzant
Kay Hoff
Michael Reinmiller
Michael Krumm
Lori Straatmann
Linda Brown,
     Immediate Past President

Other Key Leaders
Dorothy Ramsey, Treasurer
Theresa Forsman, Vice-Treasurer
Mary Sommermeyer, 

Special Vice Treasurer for 
Member Loans

Charles Coley, Program Council Chair
Gene Hanlon, Lincoln Unitarian 

Foundation President
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Church Office
6300 A Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
Office Hours 

August 15 - June 14:

Sunday:  9:00AM—1:00PM

Tues - Fri:  9:00AM—3:00PM

Closed Monday & Saturday  
Phone: 402.483.2213
Email: admin@unitarianlincoln.org
Website: www.unitarianlincoln.org

Milestones, 

  Millstones 

    and Stepping Stones

Please keep the family and friends of long-time 
member Mary Grabowski in your thoughts. Mary 
died in late December. Stay tuned for information 
about a Memorial and Reception to be held at the 
Unitarian Church of Lincoln.

We hosted a Memorial and Reception for David 
Downing, Brooke’s father, on December 7, 2019. 

Congratulations to Ashleigh Fuson who is now the 
Religious Growth Director at Second UU Omaha.

Congratulations to Tonya Haigh who graduated 
Friday, December 20.

Check the online directory for phone numbers and 
addresses if you would like to make contact with 
these members.

The Beacon is published monthly. Newsletter deadline for submissions is the 18th of each month to 
news@unitarianlincoln.org. The Beacon is available online at www.unitarianlincoln.org/newsletter.
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