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News from the Unitarian Church of Lincoln • October 2019

As October—Pledge Month—begins, our church is 
finishing plans to add a second service and is 
enjoying the benefits of our recently expanded 
Worship Arts capacity.
These steps are investments in our worship services, 
the centerpiece of our congregational life, and in 
our goals of increasing our membership and our 
presence in the community. They help fulfill the 
vision that powered our building expansion and 
improvements. As with our building expansion, 
growth requires upfront investment, which means 
our pledge process needs attention, too. 
Some years ago, we adopted a pledging system 
that allows a member’s pledge to “roll over” from 
one year to the next. That system has some 
efficiencies. However, pledges that stay the same 
year after year do not provide the resources needed 
to reach our goals.
In addition to 
asking members to 
actively consider 
their pledge level 
for next year, we 
are introducing 
some new tools:
Online Giving:        
In your profile in 
Realm, you now 
have the option of paying your pledge (or other 
donations) via credit card or bank account by 
clicking on the Giving tab at the top center of      
the page. 

UUA Fair Share Contribution Guide: See related 
story on page 6 of this newsletter.
Expanded Pledge Form: This provides more 
information for both the office staff and the donor.
Members and friends of our church will receive a 
pledge letter, along with a copy of the new pledge 
form and the UUA Fair Share Contribution Guide, in 
the mail in early October. After the service each 
Sunday in October, Treasurer Dorothy Ramsey and 
Vice-Treasurer Theresa Forsman will be in the high 
school room to answer any questions you have 
about pledging, the online giving process, or the 
budget for 2020. 
Pledge Celebration. All members and friends 
are invited to join us at the end of the pledge drive 
on Friday, Nov. 1. Flyers will be posted in early 
October, and eblasts later.

Together, in recent 
years we have built 
a beautiful, vibrant 
church, we have 
expanded our 
Worship Arts, and 
we are succeeding 
in deepening and 
broadening our 
partnerships in the 

community. Now, we are taking steps to increase 
membership and to enhance our services for those 
who attend on Sunday mornings and/or third 
Thursday evenings. Our financial support is a key 
component of reaching our goals.

2020 Pledge Campaign: Investing in Growth
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October Worship Services
Unitarian Church of Lincoln 
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  10AM Sunday, October 6  - “Belonging to Each Other”

We often say that Unitarian Universalism is a ‘covenantal, not a creedal faith.’  As we begin our 
stewardship campaign, we will consider what we promise to each other, and how.

Worship Leader: Rev. Oscar Sinclair

Worship Associate: Trevor Jones

Share the Plate: Voices of Hope

  10AM Sunday, October 13  - “Belonging to the UUA”

Our congregation is part of the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations.  What 
commitments do we make, implicitly and explicitly, with our wider association?  What do they commit 
to us?

Worship Leader: Rev. Oscar Sinclair

Worship Associate: Charlie Ahern

Share the Care: Worship Associates

7PM Thursday, October 17 - Third Thursday - Revival Style Tent Service

Join us on our church patio as the A Street Band and Oscar reinterpret the practice of tent revival 
through a contemporary Unitarian Universalist lens.

Worship Leader: Rev. Oscar Sinclair  

10AM Sunday, October 20 - “What Might it Mean to Belong to Democracy?”

Worship Leader: Christine Davis

10AM Sunday, October 27 - “Belonging to the World” 

Unitarian Universalism is committed to the service of the world.  What do those commitments look like 
in our day to day lives in Lincoln?

Worship Leader: Rev. Oscar Sinclair

Worship Associate: Mary Kay Stillwell
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Belonging
Much of the last nine months of congregational 
life, we’ve been considering what it means to 
move to having two service on Sunday 
morning. Over 160 people responded to a 
survey the Task Force developed over the 
summer, and I have spoken in front of over 100 
congregants at meetings and town halls over 
the last month. The Two Services task force is 
meeting at the end of September to put 
together our final recommendation to the 
board and congregation. One piece deserves 
further explanation: Whether or how we will 
support committee meetings on Sunday 
morning?  

The argument against committee meetings on 
Sunday morning are both practical and 
theological:

Practically, it was the overwhelming response 
of the congregation to the survey that we 
preferred two services on Sunday morning at 
9:00 and 11:00, with a middle hour for coffee 
and socializing in between. This is simply not 
enough time to take our usual half hour before 
meetings start, and to then have a committee 
meeting that does not overlap with the 11:00 
service. It also, as a practical matter, means 
that staff are unavailable to support committee 
meetings in between two services, as we all 
have significant roles to play in worship 
planning and execution.

More philosophically, however, is the question 
of what that time between services is meant 
for. Congregations are communities, and while 
we gather for services together, one of the 
most consistent pieces of feedback the Task 
Force has received is worry that in adding a 
service on Sunday, we may split parts of the 

community.  This middle hour is designed to 
respond to that concern, by providing a single 
time each week that we are all present with 
each other.

This community building is not just about 
socialization; when we are together, informally, 
drinking coffee or tea and catching up on each 
others weeks, is often when the work of the 
church happens. It is where we can bring our 
worries and celebrations to each other, and 
where we can be present in this community to 
and with each other. It is the time when most of 
the pastoral role of the church is filled, either 
by each other, or by members seeking out 
myself or other staff members for support.

The Program Council is considering ways to 
actively support committees as we shuffle our 
weekly schedule around. At the moment, we 
are hoping to provide consistent meeting times 
and support on certain nights of the week, in a 
similar format to the Wonderful Wednesday 
program the congregation held a few years 
ago. If you have any questions, please reach 
out, I would be happy to talk to you or your 
committee about any of this.                   
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Training Leaders for 
Sunday School

This last month I have spent my 
time preparing the volunteer teachers 

and assistants in our church to be in the classrooms. 
I felt it was particularly important this year to talk to 
our leaders in the classes about how teaching and 
assisting relates to their own faith formation as 
Unitarian Universalists. After walking the volunteers 
through a series of activities, I asked the following 
question: "If you had to come up with six words 
that described your spirituality or faith 
development as you feel it right now, what would 
you say?" Being Unitarian Universalists, some 
people stuck to the six words and others took 
liberties (which is completely fine as I encourage 
everyone to define their own path.) This is the list 
which I compiled from their responses:

• There must be something more
• We all have gifts and we can change the world
• I see it as a tool for mental health
• Still searching but happy where I’m at
• More content than I thought I could be
• I’m glad to be back
• I’m a skeptic who’s critical of skepticism
• Exploring who I am in the world
• Well grounded, sturdy, exploring dissonances in 

the world
• More questions than answers and that’s okay
• Going to church is better
• Still don’t think Santa Claus is real
• Practicing love and acceptance to foster peace
• Asking questions by respecting our journeys
• Spirit soars from church community and family
• Sharing explorations and connections with 

children
• Threading together personal practice and 

connection

• Searching appreciating doing wondering loving
• Helping children feel and show compassion
• Joined the social justice committee
• I’m always learning
• Music is my spirituality
• I am in a good place - enjoy beauty in life
• Right where i need to be
• Too busy to ponder spirituality
• Reinvigorated, energized and inspired
• Encouraging questions and acceptance
• Self searching and musical connection
• I’m comfortable with but growing my spirituality
• I’m agnostic because i know i don’t know
• Reading for peace understanding knowledge
• People helping other people
• Looking to the future
• Breathe
• Wondering thinking evaluating experiencing 

absorbing changing
We are so fortunate to have incredible people in 
the classrooms with our children and youth. I am 
excited for the coming church year. Please feel free 
to contact me with any questions or concerns about 
our program. 

Peace, Faith and Love,    Chelsea

October RGL CALENDAR
Preschool Class and Nursery Care are available every Sunday      

for younger Pre-K children in the Preschool Room.

October RGL CALENDAR
Preschool Class and Nursery Care are available every Sunday      

for younger Pre-K children in the Preschool Room.

October 6 Regular Classes

October 13 All Ages Service

October 20 Ingathering

October 27 Regular Classes
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True Colors: Going Deeper 
Leadership Development Workshop

Sunday, October 28 • 6:00PM - 9:00PM  

Last year the Leadership Development Committee 
sponsored a workshop on leadership and learning 
styles facilitated by Dan Moeller and Derek Effle of 
Prairiefire Consulting. They led us in an introduction 
of the temperament model True Colors which is 
designed to uncover key social information about 
self and others. True Colors is a tool that fosters an 
environment of understanding and collaboration. 
The True Colors methodology helps individuals 
understand how different personality types best 
interact with each other. Understanding this dynamic 
can be very powerful, especially when the success of 
an organization depends on the effective 
communication between—and collaboration among
—its members.

On Monday, October 28, Dan and Derek will be back 
to lead us deeper into the True Colors model. We 
will start with a light supper at 6:00PM and we will 
be done by 9:00PM. The Leadership Development 
Committee encourages all church leaders and 
anyone wishing to enhance their own leadership 
skills to attend this workshop. Child care is available 
upon request. To register for the workshop, contact 
Kathy Disney at kedisney62@gmail.com or by phone 
at 402-560-0358. You can also sign up at the Adult 
RGL table on Sundays in October. Registration ends 
October 20. It is not necessary to have attended the 
first workshop to benefit from this one. It will a fun 
and insightful evening - don't miss it!

WORSHIP ARTS NEWS
The church year is in full swing!
There are so many exciting things happening 
and it was recommended that I use this space to 
highlight a few of those things. 

I've spent the last several weeks working on a 
few different things, meeting with the board, and 
traveling to bring some new visions to the 
church. For the last several years there has been 
discussion about making our church a significant 
center for culture in the larger community. The 
idea of the church as a cultural center has a lot 
of merit and is in line with our values. For the 
last several months I have been working on ways 
to make this possible - we are in the very early 
stages of talking this out, but I hope to have 
more information soon.

In previous articles I mentioned my enrollment 
in the MLCP program to become accredited by 
the UUA and AUUMM. Part of that program is a 
community service project. One of the projects we 
are discussing is establishing a community music 
school housed at the church. It is modeled in 
spirit after places like the Music Resource Center 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. I spent last week in 
Charlottesville and met with the Executive 
Director of the MRC to get some guidance on the 
process. It promises to be an exciting venture if 
we can get the kinks ironed out!

Thank you to all who had such wonderful things 
to say about the Thursday/Sunday service we did 
last month. It's really a joy to work with A 
Street, and they have really gone above and 
beyond. Be sure not to miss our tent revival on 
October 17! It's going to be an amazing show!

All the best,

Bob Fuson, DMA,                                              
Music Director

mailto:kedisney62@gmail.com
mailto:kedisney62@gmail.com
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Showing Up for 
Social Justice

This month we:
• Wrote 41 letters urging Senators Fischer and Sasse 

to show leadership to help avert the climate crisis. 
These were hand delivered to their D.C. offices by 
the UUs for Social Justice. 

• Cosponsored, along with the Green Sanctuary 
Committee, an informational session led by Dr. 
Lucas Sabalka on climate solutions, carbon pricing, 
and local climate initiatives. 

Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, October 1 • 7:00PM

Amy Miller from the ACLU will speak about prison 
reform and possible relevant upcoming legislation. All 
are welcome to join us for this presentation and then 
leave or join us for the business portion of the 
meeting, which goes till 8:30PM.

Upcoming Events  
• E.N. Thompson Forum on World Issues, 6:00PM at 
the Lied Center for Performing Arts. Tickets are free. 
For more information, go to http://
enthompson.unl.edu
       October 1 • Leymah Gbowee—Mighty Be Our 
Powers: Building Women, Building Peace
       October 8 • Farah Pandith—How We Win: 
Mobilizing Youth in the Fight Against Violent 
Extremism
• October 7 • 7:00-8:30, Center for People in Need  
Mary Pipher discusses the National Poor People’s 
Campaign. RSVP by October 1 to Ashton: 
402.476.4357 ext. 116 or ajuarez@cdpin.org
• October 19 • 5:00-9:00 • UCL: NAACP and 
Nebraskans for Peace Annual Nelson Mandela Picnic, 
cosponsored by the Social Justice Committee 

Introducing the Fair Share 
Contribution Guide
From the Stewardship Committee 

We would like to introduce our members to the 
UUA Fair Share Contribution Guide, which is new 
for this year’s pledge campaign. The Fair Share 
Contribution Guide encourages you to decide on 
your level of financial support for the church 
based on your connection to and vision for the 
church. It also recognizes that individuals have 
varying capacities to give, depending on their 
resources and other responsibilities. 
The top categories of Visionary and Transformer, 
which suggest a strong connection to our church 
and its future, are not tied to any specific dollar 
amount or any income level. Members or friends 
of the church at any income level can contribute 
as a Visionary or Transformer or can set a goal of 
moving from one category—Supporter, Sustainer, 
Visionary, Transformer—to the next over several 
years.
For several years now, our pledge campaigns 
have asked members to pledge 3% of their 
income, if possible, to the church. If that is your 
goal, or that is your current pledge amount and 
you feel it is right for your circumstances, please 
continue to use the 3% guideline. The Fair Share 
Contribution Guide recognizes that a “one 
percentage fits all” pledge goal may not 
adequately take into account the broad and 
widely varying range of financial resources and 
levels of connection to the church among our 
members.
If you are reading the physical newsletter, the Fair 
Share Contribution Guide is on the back of the 
purple calendar insert. If you are reading the 
electronic version, click HERE.

http://enthompson.unl.edu
http://enthompson.unl.edu
http://enthompson.unl.edu
http://enthompson.unl.edu
mailto:ajuarez@cdpin.org
mailto:ajuarez@cdpin.org
http://www.unitarianlincoln.org/uploads/2/5/2/0/25200832/final_fair_share_contribution_guide__2_.pdf
http://www.unitarianlincoln.org/uploads/2/5/2/0/25200832/final_fair_share_contribution_guide__2_.pdf
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Board Decision on the Sign
From Linda R. Brown

The Board of Trustees voted to accept the Signage 
Task Force recommendation of sign option #1. Sign 
option #1 is the least expensive option. The name 
of the church is illuminated at night. Considering 
congregational feedback, we accepted the 
recommendation that the sign preferably include 
the words: "A Unitarian Universalist congregation" 
Again, because of congregational feedback, we are 
asking that the size of the sign be designed to 
allow for as upgrade to sign #3 (an electronic LED 
sign, which would be capable of changing 
messages and images). This will facilitate an 
electronic sign in the future, if the congregation 
has the interest and resources.

The project moves now to the Building Committee 
for final design and firmer figures. We now know 
the sign will not cost 5% of our $470,000 budget. 
This fact eliminates the need for a congregational 
vote. We should have financial figures for this 
modest capital expense by the first of the year. 

We just received some good news! Oscar learned 
that we are allowed to get a permit for an A street 
sign and an Eldon Drive sign. This means we get to 
keep the Wayside Pulpit!

Twice the Joy–A Trustee Note
I absolutely delight in sitting amongst my people in 
my church. I find that singing with you and 
breathing with you is one of my weekly joys, even 
when Oscar makes me cry (admit it, he’s made you 
cry once or twice thanks to the depth of his 
passion.  No judgment.). I really like having things 
shaken up a bit too.  Having a different format or 
type of music or message can be so invigorating 
and thought provoking. So color me truly excited 
about the prospect of two Sunday services where I 
can pick what type of service I feel like attending 
on that day! Do I want to do a traditional service? 
Or do I feel more contemplative? Heck, maybe I 
feel like singing and breathing with everyone all 

morning long! I will have choices! 
And isn’t that a core part of being a 
Unitarian Universalist – having 
choices? I hope you are as excited 
about the possibilities as I am for our 
journey towards more inclusion and 
more ways to share love and caring with each other 
and the wider community.  

Blessed be, Lori Straatmann

Lincoln Unitarian Foundation (LUF) 
Committee
According to AARP, six out of Americans do not 
have a will. October is Estate Planning and Planned 
Giving Month. Estate planning is the preparation of 
tasks that serve to manage an individual's assets in 
the event of their incapacitation or death.  

The Lincoln Unitarian Foundation Committee has 
developed the following resources for estate 
planning and planned giving on the Church 
website: 

• “Making a Will Work for You” (Useful tips in 
preparing a will)

• “Personal Financial Worksheet” (Useful in 
document financial information and preparing an 
Estate Plan)

• “Ways to Give to the Unitarian Church of Lincoln”

• Website link to find certified Financial Planners

Find the Church website at: http://
www.unitarianlincoln.org/stewardship.html  

As in the Unitarian Universalist search for truth and 
meaning, there are many pathways to generosity, 
many ways to strengthen hope and reason…many 
avenues in which to use our financial resources to 
bend the world closer to the principles of freedom, 
tolerance, justice, love and respect. An example of 
a recent planned gift is a Congregant who 
designated 25% of their remaining estate upon 
their death to the Unitarian Church of Lincoln.  

http://www.unitarianlincoln.org/stewardship.html
http://www.unitarianlincoln.org/stewardship.html
http://www.unitarianlincoln.org/stewardship.html
http://www.unitarianlincoln.org/stewardship.html
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Green Corner
Offered by our Green 
Sanctuary Committee
Are you a Sports Nut?
Lew Blaustein, editor of Green Sports Blog, is very 
concerned about climate change. A self-described 
sports nut, Lew has become a passionate climate 
advocate. He says, “We need to get the masses of 
people who follow sports…to engage on positive 
climate action.” A vivid example from Lew: “Mike 
Trout… best player in baseball, recently signed a 
$400+ million dollar 12-year contract extension. 
Twelve years is also what the IPCC said is the time 
frame that humanity has to reduce our carbon 
footprint by 45%—basically Mike Trout’s contract.”
Progress in Congress 

Soon the Senate will be getting a bipartisan caucus 
focused on addressing climate change. (The House 
has a bipartisan Climate Solutions Caucus.) 
Senators Coons of Delaware and Braun of Indiana 
are organizing the new caucus. Some Republican 
lawmakers are becoming more engaged in climate 
policy discussions. What can we do to persuade 
Nebraska senators to join the caucus?
October Events

Tuesday, October 8 • 5:30PM • White Elm Brewing 
Company, 720 Van Dorn 

Climate Change & Nebraska: A solution-focused 
talk with Dr. Lucas Sabalka – FREE and open to the 
public.
October 13-15 • Platte River State Park  

Elders for the Earth: A Retreat in the Spirit of 
Chautauqua - Visit 
Elders4theEarth.comlivepage.apple.com
To Think About

“We put profits before people and planet.  This 
needs to change!”  Tabitha Spence   

New Book Club Meeting
Interested in Breńe Brown's work on shame and 
vulnerability? The Breńe Brown Book Club meets 
on the 4th Wednesday of every month in the high 
school room at 7:00 pm. They are currently reading 
and discussing "The Gifts of Imperfection," and 
have room for two additional members. If more 
people are interested, they are happy to help 
facilitate the formation of a second book club, as 
in-depth discussion is encouraged through a small 
group setting. Anyone interested is welcome to 
contact Mindy Liebelt at mindyliebelt@yahoo.com. 

Aging Persons Support Group
Guest Speaker October 2019
Sunday, October 20 • 11:30AM • Auditorium

Stacie Sinclair, Senior Policy Manager at the 
Center for Advanced Palliative Care (CAPC)
Topic: Understanding palliative care and how to 
plan for serious illness, implications for aging 
individuals and their families.
Host: Duncan Case
Members of The UCL Aging Persons Support Group 
have benefited from the expertise and services of a 
number of professionals and organizations in the 
Lincoln Area in helping their parents. They have 
invited these individuals  to share their wisdom by 
giving  presentations here at the church this Fall.   
All UCL members and friends are invited to attend. 
See the Events and Classes button above the 
calendar on the website for details of upcoming 
workshops.  www.unitarianlincoln.org 

Red Grail October Events
Full Moon Circle - Galadriel’s Mirror Sun, Oct. 13
Annual Samhain Celebration Sat, Oct. 26
Details will be in weekly eblasts later this month 
and on Facebook. You can also email 
redgrailinquiry@gmail.com for more information.

P a g e  8
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Share The Plate - Voices of Hope
From Lee Manns • October 6

Sue Andersen, Community Education Coordinator/
Advocate 

Voices of Hope provides services to empower those 
who have experienced relationship violence, sexual 
assault and related forms of abuse. Services are free 
and confidential to victims and their family members. 
Voices of Hope's vision is that all victims and survivors 
of domestic violence and sexual assault, as well as 
their families and communities, receive responsive, 
empowering services and support that meet their 
needs, both individual and cultural, through advocacy 
and education aimed at eliminating recurrence, 
challenging oppressive social institutions, and 
reducing violence and oppression. Voices of Hope has 
been a vital part of our community for over 40 years.

Member Loan Repayment News
From Mary Sommermeyer

Payments on Cole match pledges have been 
sufficient for payment of the $20,000 member 
loan that was due 3-13-20. The $20,000 principal 
is covered by the Cole match income, and the 
$378.08 interest is covered by funds carried over 
at the end of the capital campaign.

This leaves only one loan of $15,000 left to pay by 
March 2020.

Many thanks to the people who made and are 
paying off Cole match pledges.  If you have any 
questions, contact Mary Sommermeyer, Special 
Vice Treasurer for Member Loans, 402-489-8213 
or mesommer13@gmail.com.

UCL Gallery: Artist Craig Imig
I create my art with acrylic paint. After painting with it for many 
years, I still use it because of its versatility. I add different kinds of 
“mediums” to it to get a variety of effects, such as matte/glossy, 
thin/thick, iridescent, etc. There are also paints that have special 
effects, such as making the look of the colors shift when seen 
from different angles. Some of my artworks are “pour” paintings, 
which are done by pouring the paint onto canvas or another 
material. These have become very popular recently, and many 
people have been doing them because it can be fun and they may 
turn out interesting and beautiful. Since there is so much ugliness 
in the world I try to add a little beauty with art.  

Gallery Notes: November and December
As mentioned briefly in last month’s newsletter, the Unitarian 
Church Art Gallery will be hosting a “church member and friends 
show.” For those who would like to display one of their art pieces, 
details of how to participate (when to bring your piece to the 
church and other details) will be in next month’s newsletter and in one of the weekly E-Blasts.  Stay tuned!  
If you plan to participate or have any questions, please contact Bob Egan (regan@neb.rr.com), Jo Brown 
(jobrown@neb.rr.com) or Phyllis Higley (phyllisannhigley@gmail.com). We will also have a sign-up sheet in 
the Church Office. 

mailto:mesommer13@gmail.com
mailto:mesommer13@gmail.com
mailto:regan@neb.rr.com
mailto:regan@neb.rr.com
mailto:jobrown@neb.rr.com
mailto:jobrown@neb.rr.com
mailto:phyllisannhigley@gmail.com
mailto:phyllisannhigley@gmail.com
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Bridge Groups
Tuesday group: 
Every Tuesday • 2:00PM                 
Gallery
Advanced group:
Every Wednesday • 1:00PM        
6300 A Street • Gallery
Want to join us? Contact 
Coordinator Corine Simon 
simondp@neb.rr.com 
402.435.0225
Coffeehouse
4th Friday • October 25  • 
7:00PM • Gallery

Board games for adults and kids. 
Open to all individuals. Preceded 
by PFLAG/UU Potluck at 
6:00PM. Contact Deb Hope 
debra.a.hope@gmail.com 
Men’s Potluck
2nd Monday • October 14 • 
6:30PM  • Gallery

All men are invited to attend    
to enjoy good food and 
conversation. Table service will 
be provided. Contact Bruce 
Raymer 402.475.7875 
bruce.raymer@gmail.com 
Newcomer Chat
First Sunday • October 6 • 
11:15AM • Library 

Meet with visitors and friends in 
the Library to watch and discuss 
a 5-minute film. Contact Shelly 
Fowler seeshells@mac.com

PFLAG (Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays)
4th Tuesday • October  29  
6:30PM • Gallery

The LGBTQA Welcoming 
Committee sponsors PFLAG 
which meets at our church. 
Confidentiality at each meeting  
is very important. Please join us! 
www.pflagcornhusker.org       
Tai Chi 
Every Wednesday • 6:00PM    
Gallery 

All UU Members and Friends   
are invited. No experience 
necessary. 
Contact Reed Maly  
402.570.3841
UMDOC “Unitarian Men 
Discussing Over Coffee”
Second Tuesday • October 16 
10:00AM • BRAEDA (33rd & 
Pioneer)

New participants are welcome 
any time. Discussion topics vary. 
Visit us for more details or 
contact Duane Polzien  
duaneep2000@yahoo.com

UU Women Gathering
1st Saturday • October 5 • 
2:00-3:30PM 

Don’t forget to bring a 
photograph of your mother.
For info or location: Contact 
Marilyn 402.730.9483 
Revdiva1@hotmail.com 
Women’s Book Group
Every three weeks  • 10:00AM    
Gallery

For more information, contact 
Diane Richards 
dianemn2@gmail.com 
October 26 - The House of 
Broken Angels by Luis Alberto 
Urrea
November 16 - Women Rowing 
North: Navigating Life’s 
Currents  and Flourishing As We 
Age by Mary Pipher

Young Adults Gathering
Meets sporadically. Informal 
social gatherings for Young 
Adults (age 18-40) Activities/
discussion topics vary.  
Attendees need not be members 
or regular visitors. Contact 
Morissa Raymond at 
402.840.1178 or 
morissaraymond99@gmail.com
Zen Meditation
Every Thursday • 7:00PM            
Music Room

We are a small group of UUs  
who meditate at church each 
week in the Music Room. 
Contact Norm Simon 

These activities and discussion groups occur on a regular basis and are open to new 
participants at any time. Please contact the group’s organizer if you have any questions!
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Sunday Service VolunteersSunday Service VolunteersSunday Service VolunteersSunday Service VolunteersSunday Service Volunteers

October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27

Pulpit 
Decoration Karen Heafer Carol Kendrick Sheila Maly Barbara Ellis

Greeters
Edith Davis        

Carrie Holloway    
Kelly Ross

Mary Sommermeyer   
Denise Craig       

Karen Dienstbier  
Kelly Ross

Gary Colvin           
Dori Bush            

Karen Dienstbier   
Kelly Ross

Lee Manns           
Judy Hart            
Kelly Ross

Coffee Hosts
Kay Hoff         

Barbara Pearson       
Al Pearson

Kay Hoff            
Brooke Downing

Kay Hoff                
Marj  Willeke        

Molly Klocksin

Kathy Disney      
Jamie Radcliffe   

Sändra Washington

Trustees Emily Cameron 
Shattil Denise DeBose TBD Kay Hoff        

Ushers
Amy Birky            

Marj Willeke
Carrie Holloway    

Megan McGuffey
Bob Shipley          

Betsy Shipley
Becky Seth        
Sharad Seth

Audio-Visual Linda Brown Heather Hillhouse TBD TBD
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PATHWAYS TO MEMBERSHIP
Satruday, October 26 and Saturday, November 2 • 9:00AM - Noon • Gallery

If you want to become a member of our Church or learn more about our organization and the Unitarian 
Universalist faith, consider attending these classes. 
Nuts & Bolts (Oct. 26) looks at the Unitarian Church of Lincoln and how it functions -  from committees to 
finances, from our building to the larger UUA, from each individual to our larger community. 
A Chosen Faith (Nov. 2) takes a deep dive into the principals and sources of Unitarian Universalism. Rev. 
Oscar Sinclair will lead this discussion that looks at our chosen faith and the history of our Lincoln Church. 
There are resource books available as suggested reading for the classes. The Unitarian Universalist Pocket 
Guide and A Chosen Faith are quick reads and are available in the Church office to borrow or purchase for 
$7.00. Breakfast items will be served at both classes. 
Please let Member & Admin Coordinator Kelly Ross know if you'd like to attend. Kelly can be reached at 
memberadmin@unitarianlincoln.org and/or 402.483.2213.

mailto:memberadmin@unitarianlincoln.org
mailto:memberadmin@unitarianlincoln.org


The Board of Trustees meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM in the Gathering Place. 
Any member or friend of the church is welcome to attend these meetings.

Staff
Rev. Oscar Sinclair, Minister • minister@unitarianlincoln.org 
Rev. Fritz Hudson, Minister Emeritus • fhudson@uuma.org 
Chelsea Krafka, Religious Growth Dir. • religiousgrowth@unitarianlincoln.org
Jean Helms, Administrative Director • admin@unitarianlincoln.org
Dr. Bob Fuson, Music Director • worshiparts@unitarianlincoln.org 
Kelly Ross, Member & Admin Coordinator • MemberAdmin@unitarianlincoln.org

Board of Trustees
Emily Cameron Shattil, 
 President 
Trevor Jones, Vice-President
Colleen Kadleck, Secretary
Denise DeBose
Dan Payzant
Kay Hoff
Michael Reinmiller
Michael Krumm
Lori Straatmann
Linda Brown,
     Immediate Past President

Other Key Leaders
Dorothy Ramsey, Treasurer
Theresa Forsman, Vice-Treasurer
Mary Sommermeyer, 

Special Vice Treasurer for 
Member Loans

Charles Coley, Program Council Chair
Gene Hanlon, Lincoln Unitarian 

Foundation President
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Church Office
6300 A Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
Office Hours 

August 15 - June 14

Sunday:  9:00AM—1:00PM

Tues - Fri:  9:00AM—3:00PM

Closed Monday & Saturday  
Phone: 402.483.2213
Email: admin@unitarianlincoln.org
Website: www.unitarianlincoln.org

Milestones, 
  Millstones 
    and Stepping Stones

Please keep Sharad Seth and his family in your 
thoughts after the death of his sister Savita Shah.
Denise Dickeson will be having surgery on Thursday, 
October 31 in hopes of successfully addressing her 
Meniere’s Disease once and for all. Visits and Food 
welcome, call in advance to make arrangements.
Elis G. Knox died recently. He was a longtime  
member, opening his home on Thanksgiving to all.

Many thanks to the anonymous gardener who edged 
all of the foundation flower beds! Please identify 
yourself so Martha Horvay can thank you personally.
Thanks to Cindy and George Maly for donating three 
hydrangeas for our A Street foundation plantings.
Check the online directory REALM for phone 
numbers and addresses if you would like to make 
contact with these members.

The Beacon is published monthly. Newsletter deadline for submissions is the 18th of each month to 
news@unitarianlincoln.org. The Beacon is available online at www.unitarianlincoln.org/newsletter.
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